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12/2V55 TEL 
SAC. CHICAGO 


TELETYPE 

1AOO 


nsi 


JOB! H. JOKISOI, VI U. RKJ1TKL THIS DATS. E0-EB608D AT 
BURSAXT SUBJECT WAITED. OBTAIE HAIDPBHTIBB SPBCINBHS FBOM 
SUBJECT FOB COW>AHISOI WITH XXTOBTIOM SOTU. FOMAED TO 
UBOBATOEY FOE EXAMUATIOI. SUBJECT IDUTICAL CUBI0O FIL 


ning 
f "E 
g to 




1 ♦ 


9 


W-jP-m 











amt*. >;• r<Vr,'.ii;v.iJv'.' 
u. 5. DEPA«r;.*tf,r or mncz 

communications section 


DEC 2 3 1955 


fESSft 1 



FBI WASH D C 
SAC, CHICAGO 


12 - 23-55 


11-35 AM 


URGENT 


WAS. 


JOHN H. JOHNSON, 


VIKEX. REURTEL. THIS DATE. NO RECORD AT BUREAU SUBJECT WANTED. 
OBTAIN HANDPRINTING SPECIMENS FROM SUBJECT FOR COMPARISON WITH 
EXTORTION NOTES. FORWARD TO LABORATORY FOR EXAMINATION. SUBJECT 


IDENTICAL CHICAGO FILES 


IDENTIFICATION RECORD BEING 


FURNISHED SEPARATELY. ONLY CRIMINAL PRINT IN FILE IDENT SUBMITTED 
IN CONNECTION WITH DESERTER CASE. 


HOOVER 






END ACK 





ST anokA' form no. w 

Office MenuMndum • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


?10M : 

► 

SUBJECT: 


s . / - 


$ v- 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, CHICAGO 


Victim 

EXTORTION 


DATE: Dec. 2J, 1955 


ya3. 1 I 

1 JOHN H.* JCarjBOH - 


ATT ENT ION : FBI LA BO RATORY 


m 


Reference is made to CG teletype dated 12/23/55 
and CG teletype dated 12/22/55* cantioned, "UNSUB was, 

"The Committee"; JOHN H. JOHNSON - Victim, EXTORTION." 

Enclosed herewith are the following items for 
examination and comparison: 

■ 1. One envelope addressed to "Mr. JOHN H. 
JOHNSON, 1820 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 111." 
postmarked "Chicago, Illinois December 20, 12 M, 1955. " f 

r>.t { 

2, One envelope addressed to 'Hr. ; JOHN H. . 

JO HNS® N, 1820 South Michigan, Chicago, 111." postmarked, f 
"Chicago, Illinois, December ll[., 1958." 

. One letter addressed "Mr. Johnson:-" ; 

dated December 15* 19 55* beginning with. the. 'sentence l 

"We have let you operate for 10 years., w 1 ' - * 

: h • ( V 

1|_. • One Christmas card with message inside '( 

dated December 20, 1958* beginning with the; words l 

"This is our second reply. We wanted to..." "* 

V.M f 

5. Five envelopes with handprinting specimens S 

furnishod by the subject, and y ! ■ 

6. Nine pages of bandprinting specimens 

received from the subject. . 

»> • lt -“ 

The victim in tills casa^is a^fea>%sdaer of 

"Ebony", "Jet"/ "Tan", and -"Hue" magaz'Jh^M^ftWffl^aft^ bg 


The victim in tills casa^is a^feajlks^er of 
"Ebony", "Jet"/ "Tan", and -"Hue" b6 

catering to a large Negro circulation. H e 10 b7c 
above mentioned extortion letters at his business 
1820 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, and furni 
to the Ch icago ’Police Department, namely Capt 
~l who in turn /htfjjii shod them tp-vthe £ii 
Division, ^ Defcagber 22/19 55* ^ Jh (7\ 

2-Bureau (Regifl^t^/flKCEnQla 6) 


i 








. ** '" *t .. 1 ', ' 




DIRECTOR, FBI 


EXTORTION 


i b6 

b7C 

et >al 


/x' " v . Coverage was , given by Bureau agents ; and V; ’ v// 
'Chicago Police officers, and the subject was apprehended 
immediately after he received the package from the’ /• 

/ victim, '/:/./ /.'■ 'R ■' ’ ; .//y //.;,// ", . ; /. ; '' • J / : [ /;' 

/\//v//'' /Tfpori. interview the subject c laimed he was' • • 
..sept to. the payoff spot by a man n amed I I to pick up 
a. package, and Was to be paid &£ by | when he met' b6 
□jfZjafter the pickup. . ‘ ' b7c 

. . Coverage wad given t his al lotted meeting/ ahd 

no one with the description of| | was observed in the 
area of alleged meeting place. 

, ‘ ; Subject's statements during the interview 

were extremely vague, contradictory, and he tvas reluctant 
to furnish , any details of his activities that could * 

be corroborated. .// : - ;//’;/ •///.;/ .///'•'• /'•/ y 

; ; y.-- -i >• ; . "'••• ... . . \..\ I >[ ' l ■' ' <vy> • ; ' ;% 

yf The handwriting specimens which, are enclosed / 

; herewith were given •voluntarily by the subject,; but’ ( •, 
u he; was extremely -slow in printing, appearedv.tO be very. . > * 
/ dautious and continually attempted to 'compdra .printing '/•/ 
’ ^Moh;. he had previously •furnished. /It wi 1 1 j be no t'e d . •• * // 
>, thaVvthere is Che page of handwriting specimens. subMt't^d; 

onfpMnion' akinv „ This was, -an attempt to attain laif t hdpeh 
■V /printing.': Subject stated ,he could not priril5:aefthan4|df5'/ 
,/ and’ 're fused to try after printing a very few- letters. // v / 

v ■' i : i\ \ . ’ • ,• ' , , V • • * ' . .* • . ! s » ( V r ;*. y*. *** • • v . * /; . v\-p > * • k * • *• 5 i - 71 ' 

, It is requested that ehcl'osuresV 1-^ be examined 
for!, latent fingerprints and if any latent p pints, aney- :/.;- 
j/ddVeippodf they should be compared. >to. ^he./flUb’joct^s . a/j: 
l:/UrihisR#h; ; fii6:^ ^iri v the ;Td6ntificatioh:i?iylsibn:,^(FBT^ ^ 

, : R// t/Z./. i-. ■ ■ // ;• / i,'/" ' :. ;, v v /.t'/-'-; 


d. 


l y r 












DIRECTOR, FBI 


et al 


EXTORTION 


For the further information Of .the Bureau, <' • 
the enclosed extortion letters have not been examined. • : 
b^r, the Chicago Police Department Laboratory, . ' 

It is requested that enclosures 1-4 be returned 
to the Chicago division when Laboratory examinations N;. 
are completed, V'. •. ' 7 

The victim in this case is described as follows 




Race 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Build 


Negro 

37 • 

5* ll£" 

205 lbs. 
Stout 


Subject is described as follows: 


Sex 
Rape. , 

Age 

Height, 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair . 
Build ‘ , 
Education 
Occupation 
Military f 
Service 


Male 
Negro 
29 V 
§« 10 " 

140 lbs. 

Brovm 

Black: 

Thin 

7 grades ’ 
■Unemployed 

9 years 


‘ .. .'V.-iriV .A 

• 1 * v S ' - 7 • . • ' ■ * .» ‘ ' - *?*{'• ;■ ‘ ' \ 

4 ! VO ( \ v -./4 ' > : .*»; 

'■y v ^ : y,.V* v>. . V ^ ; >:v. i 






2U3S5 


TELSlVPJB 

FBI WASH DC 12- 29-55 8-31 PM BLW 
SAC, CHICAGO DEFERRED 



JOHN H. JOHNSON - VIKEX. REURLET DECEMBER TWENTYTHREI|| 

AND URTEL DECEMBER TWENTYEIGHT. NO CONCLUSION REACHED WHETHER I 1 

I WROTE HAND PRINTING ON QUESTIONED SPECIMENS. SIGNIFICANT HAND J| 
PRINTING CHARACTERISTICS IN COMMON NOTED WHICH SUGGEST UNDICTATED UPpII 
CASE HAND PRINTING SAMPLES Of I I WOULD BE HELPFUL. ALL EVIDENCE M 


CASE HAND PRINTING SAMPLES OF| | WOULD BE HELPFUL. ALL EVIDENCE § 

WILL BE HELD IN LAB FOR THIRTY DAYS PENDING RECEIPT OF ADDITIONAL KNOW 
HAND PRINTING UNLESS ADVISED OTHERWISE. HAND PRINTING ON QUESTIONED jl 
DOCUMENTS NOT IDENTIFIED IN ANONYMOUS LETTER FILE. QUESTIONED SPECIHW 
EXAMINED AND ONE LATENT PALM PRINT DEVELOPED ON BACK OF YOUR ITEM FOUR! 


NO PALM PRINTS OF SUBJECT AVAILABLE OUR FILES. RUC. 




HOOVER 


END ACK PLS 
OK FBI CG PSC 
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UlOfiMry fork B»>t Recorded 12-29-55 11:00 AM/ho 



Viet la 

EifoanoM 


43# | 

John IU 


+ 1*. m* 

nu§ '?~x 7 x%:x-y i 


tab. § 


d 2x8119 nr 


feaalaatlaa rsaaasta4 W: s *u* Oiioago (9-2319) 
Data of rafaraaaa oonaonioation: 
taiaatlaa raw aata*. 

basalt af anal nation: — 


Data raoaivaO: X2-27-55 


iMaination by: 




ilasna aabalttai far aaaai nation 


On© anvaloye addroeaod John IU Jolinaan* 1820 South 

Michigan* Chicago, HJL« M posta&rkod* "Cbiuago* Illinois * 
Qaatwr lit* 1955.'* 


ona lattar stfraaai 
baglanlac with tha 


data* Di 
lot jm 


mh iMpmii to Ma H# #oh 
*mm $ QbAaa«a, IU.- post* jprt 
M* It M* ms.* T \ 


Oaa Cbriataaa with aaaaaga iaaUa 
bacflanlRK xw H/vtfai ■ttfa ia aar 
ta«..«- 


15* 1955, 
far 10 y 


latotaath 
no* Illinois 


1955 * 
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TRA/JSIENT HELD 

IN EXTORT PLOT 

ON PU 

T ’SHER 

!v i< 1: ! 1 ■ . 

Toori'f * - 

.uf 12 S. 
lit. faced 

federal . • 

fi nailing two 

j exlor' !■ • 

; onlay after 

his am- ’ i 1 : : 

c.ty liieht in an 

| nllct-V*' 1 

i<) i-xtort $15,- 

■ 000 iron .I-'!:: 

1 1 (. * Johnson, 

j wealthv i< ;■ od 

v r of X e gr O 

j mnga/nr 


1 How!* • 

«i hy federal 

bureau -e : 

p ion agents 

as he a 

; ••■! an auto in 

which .Joiiicnii 

ua.> waiting at 

20!) W. t; a r 1 1 

eld hlvd. and' 

reached for a p 

ackage the pub* 



F*S* I 

k.H* 



llnw || s j hit l ;\ tkI Johnson 

1 i S } u i v..v holding. Johnson 
JkuI in-rn warned to have the 
inoiu-v r» .id*/ hv a letter and & 
card whit'll threatened him with 
(loath and demanded the money 
as the "I' t " for membership 
in mi unnamed organization. 

I mi, .| state ; Commissioner 
c y, i i • i ; t h ■ v Pike ordered 
j'.nu h‘ . h>'M 111 ; si (too bond for 
a li cat i !’. I liursday on tha 
( hal ves If convicted, he would 
face a masimum of It) years in 
I ■ ri s' hi aod Sio.ooo in-fincPc*” ' 


, > A 


..■•izc 

j h 


Mr. Tolson— • 1 
I Mr. Wcho to--- \ 

Mr. Boardmen— . 

I Mr. Belmont. i 

1 Mr. M» 80T1 " I 
I Mr. Mohr 1 

l Mr. r* rwn tTf.M 

l Mr. Boscntfc^J?! 

1 Mr. Trim®— ] 

\ Mr. M'' : ' 50 "1 

\ Mr. WintcrtnW'i 

I * — 

I Mr. -■ 

I Mi* 3 


fiyipA Pf\ 7T\^WW 

3 f's \H a f» ii'f.p 


-) \/f / 

~5 1"X 


DEC 2 4 


( )sU & , 


a. 


0,0 

s^»yfea 3 iffii^«isn?a 


W,.; 


itvV«v>vv. 1 - 




Publisher Foils 
Extortion Plot 


A plot to extort $15,000 
from John as o n , 

wealthy magazine publisher, 
was nipped today by FBI 
agents and Scotland Yard 
police. 

Seized as he walked Into a 
I trap and accepted '/^payment” 
i from tho-^ptended victim was 
{ Rlcha^ 29, of 12 S. 

Peoria st,, one*time u Army de- 
serter. 

Bowles, who used his last 20 
rents for bus fare from the 
Loop to the “payoff spot" at 
209 E. 55th st., was named in 
a federal extortion charge. 

EBONY PUBLISHER 

Johnson publishes Ebony, 
j Jet and other magazines. He 
! lives at 845 Drexei sq., but the 
extortion letters were sent to 
his office at 1820 S. Michigan 
i*v. 

i The first missive, rcqmed 
! Dec. 14, was signed “The Com:, 
mittee/' It Instructed Johnson 
ftrgeTready $15,000 In $20 and 
smaller bills as his “fee" for 


joining an unnamed organiza- 
tion. The letter continued: 

“The companies who re- 
fuse to joint don’t stay in 
business long. 1 am sure 
you have read about places 
being bombed or cars blow- 
ing up. More Instructions 
later." 

CHRISTMAS CARD 

A Christmas card, post- 
marked Dec. 20, directed John- 
son to deliver the money on 
Garfield blvd., between Indiana 
and Prairie avs. 

Under instructions of FBI 
agents and Chicago police, the 
publisher prepared a dummy 
package and drove to the des- 
ignated vicinity. \ 

Bowles stepped up as soon 
as the car was parked andf 
accepted the package. Offl-i 
cers closed in and made the 
arrest, j 

Born in Chicago, Bowles de- i 
sorted from the Army at Forij 
Custer in 1951 and gave up two; 
years later. He was on *urj- 
employment compensation uri^ 
til October and has sincM 
worked as a dishwasher, r 


•/p • / 


Mr. ToUon. — I 

I Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Boardm an — I 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. 

Mr. FnrsonsySjAh- 
: Mr. 

! Mr. Tamm- 

\ Mr. NcT.se — — • 

>. i _ Wini.crrowd- 
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Nabbed 

In $15,000 ; 

Extort Plot | 

An ox tlishwasher was In cus- 
tody Friday, charged with try** 

S to extort $15,000 from Jol\n, 
6hnson, publisher of Ebony 
and other magazines. 


(tears blowing up-” 

jf/|The letter was signed, "Th^ 

! Committee," and said Johnson 
j (Would get further instructions, 

‘ -the FBI said. ' ■ 

! * * 
i IiATKlt HE rncetVed a Christ. 

| mas card, mailed here Dec. 20, 
Host otter said. V ; 

! The card instructed him to be r 
on Garfield blvd. between Indi* 

. • ana and Prairie at 7 p.m. Thttrs-S 
\ jtay, and contained this threat: 
J. ‘‘If anything goes wrong, 
someone can get ready to bury 


Police and FBIinen said they , V 0u or ^meonc close to you 


trapped Richartf'^ 29, anti if you refuse the next In 
after he acccpfe(l a dummy f° 1 ’ die business will pay/’ 
package from Johnson Thurs* * * * 

day night. * ; JOHNSON notified authorities 

* * * after receiving the first letter. 

JOHNSON had received two The arrest was made by a Scot- 
threatening letters and thp land Yard police detail headed 
package was supposed to bp hy Lt. Joseph Morris. i 

the payoff, according to Donald lliostetter said Bowles was ' 
Hostetter, FBI chief here. unarmed when seized. 

Bowles was seized near 80flV In Bowles’ pocket was a copy 
E. Garfield blvd, while John- of Jet magazine, listing Johnson 
son sat nearby in a parked as publisher and his business 
^juito, according to authorities, address of 1820 S. Michigan, 

* Bowles^, of 12 S. Peoria, has 'Hosteller said. 


an alias of, “S kid R ow," Ho slot- Bowles spent his Inst 20 

ter said, ~ cents to Ret from the Loop to 

... 'the payoff spot, according to 

JOHNSON received the first! “K c " ,s> 
threatening letter Dec. 14, ac-J They declined lo say whether 
cording to the FBI. The letter in- 1 he admitted or denied the plot, 
strutted Johnson to get $15,0001 FBI records showed that 
in $20 hills and smaller ones — Bowles served In I he Army In. 
his fee for Joining an unnamed |world War if. re-enllsled and 
organization. iwent AWOL for hvo years be.! 

* ♦ » ifpre turning himself in ln.l 

H08TETTEH quoted the tall* .‘Match, 1f*53. . A.| 

ter ».s saying: : U.S. Commissioner C. S. Bent"' 

"'fhe companies who refuse ’l p y Pike continued a hearing ofl 
h> Joyp don’t stay in business *he extortion charge to . next 
long. I am sure you have red ^Thursday and set bond at $3,000, 
about places being bombed o) 


Mr. Tolson — — — 1 ] 

I Mr. Nichols- 1 

I Mr- Boardmaa — • I 

1 Mr. Belmont. 1 4 

1 Mr* M ft 5071 •*'*■'■“ — * 1 i 
1 Mr. Mohr. I 

| Mr- 

| Mr. Tamm — 7*- 
l * 

I TT.'vT.t.CTSrU*^ 

I USnUBi - 

I IS'iUmtum— . 

| I 
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RED STREAK Edllffl 
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Naif recorded 
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top cum'- 

BAUD Si '•'/ '■ , . . 

fHOM ■ 

PARHLD HIE AW WlT.iAi. •* 











Mr, ToUot i . — I 
Mr. Nicholl— -I 
Mr. Boardman—. I 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Masr.n- 

Mr. M-.Vir. 

M I’ars'.ns— 


;.;r. 

Ml*. 1* ' — 

Mr. v’- , '«'?wtdL 

Tr?.?'. R — 

M#-.. T. -'.am — 
JT-t -i i£ - : ty 


Nab.Suspect.in $15,000 Extortia 

A police trap baited with a. * ■l#l 

dummy packaee hns snrurm / /... .-**• / f 


i. 


A police Irap baited with a 
dummy package has sprung on 
a man accused of trying to ex*j 
tort $15,000 from John H. f John- 
publisher. 

*^®™Jowles, 29, of 12 S. 
Peoria, was seized as he took 
the package in front of 209 E. 
Garfield. The trap was set by 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
•gents and city police, with 
Johnson pretending to carry out 
the extortionist's instruction. 

Bowles admitted sending two 
aotes to Johnson, publisher of 
Ebony and Jet magazines, de- 
manding $15,000 under th cat 
of death, Don S. Hosteller, acv.it 
in charge of the FBI office here, 
*aic; Friday. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office ^/[fiWlOYClYlduiTl • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Mr. Ros 


DATE 


12/22/55 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


L. Price 


I I , WITH ALIASES; 

JOHN H.'^ JOHN SON - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


.2- I 








Tolson 

Boardman 
Nichols 

I , Btlmont 

Mrbo 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

finterrowd _ 
Teie. Room . 

Holloman 

Gandy 


SAC Hostetter, Chicago, was telephonically contacted — 

and asked the present status of the payoff coverage which was c.nd y 

to have taken place at 7 p.m. CST today along Garfield Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. This case involves a threatening letter demanding 
315,000 of John H. Johnson, publisher of "Ebony,” "Jet," "Tan," and "Hue" 
magazines catering to Negro readers. 

Hostc-tter stated that approximately 15 minutes prior to thiSb6 
call surveilling Agents and Chicago police officers under his over-all b 7 c 
supervision grabbed a Negro male who attempted to gain possession of the 
.extortion package. Hostetter said the suspect identifies himself as 

| land is at th e moment en route to the Chicago Office. Full 

facts are not yet known but I I claims that some ptrty unknown to him 

sent him to pick up the package. Hostetter stated that descriptive data 
regarding I 1 is not yet available. 

ACTION TAKEN; 


SAC Hostetter was instructed that the Bureau bo immod lately ,p 
;d vised of all developments In this matter. He was authorized to make a A 
Pint p lease to the pr<:ss with the Chicago Police Department in the eventjff 
I is identified as the extortionist and prosecution is authorized. If 
of | ”"1 office concurred in this authorization. , $ 


shock of the. Bureau indices reflected 


identical with one | 

in 19'0, Bureau file] 
with the sub ject of ; 
Chicago f 1 1 1 
Supervisor 


J subject o f a Scloct ivn Service c zAo 

I Chicago file I ~l b e is identic al 

fugitive deserter case, Bureau fi 1 r; I I - ; ,f< 

—Chicago has advised subject has IB I w l I 

of the Identification Division advised there li 


no record in the Identification Division to the effect subject is wanted#: 


cc: 1- Mr. Nichols 
JJC/pins/lh (7) 


(0 


RECORDED • 6$ 


1«1 12/23/5? UV)Q 

Chicago/teletypo 12/23/5? was4Cjfiu 
Bureau indices check# Also advised that ttiSXS 
was in connection with the deserter case that 




g. forwarded# 


A. \ 


Chicago advised subject not wanted?^^ 
ntlng,iDecimen<ifor oottDari>on purposes 


)EC 28 IWi 1 

with the results of th 
yj'JiUal print in fil;<g 
floaty on record 




M 


ft 


liodjjo instrut 




Memorandum to Mr* Rosen 

Buflle I reflects I I declared delinquent 6/30/1*3 

for failure to advise his local board of his change of address and 
failure to report for induotion. On 11/23A3# he voluntarily removed 
the delinquency a nd the U SA deo line d prosec ution. He was induoted 
11/29A3* Buflle | | reflects I l r who reenllsted l/li*A9« 

deserted 8/2/51# from Fort Custer# Michigan* Bureau assistance wac 
requested. He surrended to the Illinois Military Police Chicago 
3/20/53* 



* 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

to , Hr. Rosen IW*/'' oAH. 12-23-55 


vmoM » Mr. Price 


DATIl 12-23-55 




/ yw< » i 


mjacT: 


■ L ^ 


JOHN II {'JOHNS Oil - VICTIM 
HXTORTIOIT 


Tolaon 

-5 C'Cf B«*fdiwui _ 

Nichol* 

Belmont 

. Harbo 

/ _ 

Parsons — 

/ Ro#en 

/ Tsmm 

', a / Sizoo 

/ t interred. 

b7C Tele. Rood 

Holloas a _ 


alias 


TJaite matter was formerly captioned "Unknown SubjVct, with b e 
’The^Committee ’ John H. Johnson - Victim; Extortion." b7c 




This case involves a threatening letter demanding .,<13,000 
f of John H. Johnson, publisher of "Ebony", "Jet", "Tan" and "Hue" 
i v magazines catering to Negro readers. The pay-off was to take place 
' Z at 7:00 p.m. Central Standard Time, 12-22-55 along Garfield Street, 

•s, Chicago, Illinois. 

b6 

0 Surveilling Agents and Chicago Police Officers u nder the b7c 

; J overall supervision of SAC Hos tetter at 7:00 p.m. arrested i 

\ when ho a pproache d victim’s car and asked for and r eceive d the dummy 

package. I I claimed he was sent by a man named to pick up 

packagenfiflEn which he was to be paid 55 when he met at the corner 

of Van/ana Sta te Str eets, Chicago, at 10:00 p.m. No one answering 


description of 


observed at this area at alleged meeting time. 


Subject's statements vague, contradictory and he was 
reluctant to furnish details of activities that can be corroborated, 

AUSA Frank McGarr, Chicago, authorized prosecution and subject will 
be arraigned before United States Commissioner 12-23-55* j$ 

ACTION TAKEN /V- | 

SAC Hostotter was advised by SA Coney3 he was authorized to . S 
make joint release to press with Chicago Police Department in the event 
subject w as Identified ns the extortionist and prosecution authorized, 

. ~1 of I I Off ice concurred in this auth orization . A 

ITaentical with individual same name, FBI number f 1 

Identification Division advised no wants outstanding. Check of fugitive 
in dex and deserter and selective service indices reflec ted no wan ts <■ 
on I I identical with subject, Bureau files | land :■! 
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fE U R s'nS U 0f ON 

cmiuSS li E . NT “ ,UST,ct 

hmunications SECTION 

DEC 2 8^55 


TEMSTYj 


FBlf CHICAGO 12-28-55 


10-00 AM 


[RECTOR | FBI 


/// // / 


Mr. Tol:vm - 

Mr. N iritis. A r -^ > - 

t : Air. OoarHman * 

Air. ftrlnmnt 
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ATTENTION Fbl LAB, 



HAS*., JOHN Hi JOHNSON DASH VIKEX. REMYLET DEC* be 
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TWENTY THREE LAST* USA, CG, REQUESTS EXAMINATION REQUESTED IN RELET 
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BE EXPEDITED* SUTEL RESULTS* 
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ATTENTION FBI LAB, 


l WAS,, JOHN H,^J0HNS0N DASH VIKEX. REMYIET MCT 

TWENTY THREE LASTJfAND MY TEL DEC, TWENTY EIGHT LAST, USA C^p^j 


D^IRES RESULTS OF LAB EXAM BE FURNISHED PRIOR TO JAN, FOUR /be 

b7 

NEXT WHEN SUBJ APPEARS FOR HEARING BEFORE USC CG, 


HOSTETTER 
END AND ACK PLS 
2-39PM OK FBI WA DD 
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teletype 


vMr. Tam i t\\71+AJ,jF 
’'Mr. NtmsG .... b6 
Mr. WiTiterrowd.. t)7c 


Yfa, CHICAGO 12-22-55 3-55 PM 

/ 

Director, fbi urgent 

UNKNOWN SUBJ, WA, THE COMMITTEE., JOHN 


H. C ~JO 


OHNSON DASH VICTIM. EXTORT! 


VICTIM REPORTED TO TIMOTHY J. O-CONNOR, COMMISSIONER, CG PD, TODAY ' 

THAT HE HAD RECEIVED TWO THREATENING LETTERS. COMM. 0- CONNOR^,. J 
IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED THIS OFFICE, FIRST LETTER POSTMARKED CG DEC, (^ | 
FOURTEEN, FIFTYFIVE, ADDRESSED TO VICTIM AT ONE EIGHT TWO ZERO S. :| 

MICHIGAN AVE., CG, INDICATED A FEE OF FIFTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS WAS TO il 

■ % 

BE PAID AND THAT THE WRITER WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH MR. JOHNSON LATER. '1 

SECOND LETTER ADDRESSED TO VICTIM AT SAME ADDRESS, POSTMARKED CG, ILL*| 

■ -m 

DEC, TWENTY, FIFTYFIVE, IN HANDPRINTING, READS IN PART QUOTE WE WILL li 
LOOKING FOR YOU TO MAKE DELIVERY DEC. TWENTYTWO, FIFTYFIVE, AT SEVEN P§ 


YOU ARE TO LEAVE YOUR BUSINESS AT SIX THIRTY PM. PROCEED SOUTH ON | 
VABASH TO GARFIELD BLVD. EAST ON GARFIELD TO INDIANA. PARK ON j 
GARFIELD BETWEEN INDIANA AND PRAIRIE HEADING EAST. TWO OF US WILL | 
FOLLOW YOU FROM YOUR BUSINESS TO GARFIELD TO SEE IF YOU ARE ALONE. Xp| 
YOU HAVE GOTTED IN TOUCH WITH ANYONE WE WILL KNOW IT. IF YOU HAVE > 
IT IS A WASTE OF TIME FOR YOU TO SHOW UP. YOU ALREADY HAVE SIGNED 
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END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 


SOMEONE-S DEATH EITHER YOU OR CLOSE TO YOU* THE LAST ONE OF US WILL 
GET SOME WHO NEEDS A DRINK OF WINE OR A COUPLE DOLLARS TO COME TO YOUR 
CAR TO GET THE PACKAGE* THEN YOU LEAVE BECAUSE QE WILL HAVE EVERYTHIN# 
| CONTROLLED, BUT IF ANYTHING GO WRONG SOMEONE CAN GET READJ TO BURY YOIJ 

I OR SOMEONE CLOSE TO YOU. VERY FEW PEOPLE REFUSE BECAUSE RE DO OUR 

\ 

WORK WELL, YOU THINK BECAUSE THIS IS A SMALL TO BE HAPPY AND ALIVE, 

WE HAVE BEEN IN THE BUSINESS FOR FIFTEEN YEARS, IF YOU REFUSE THE NEXT 
f IN LINE FOR THE BUSINESS WILL PAY, SIGNED THE COMMITTEE, P S THE 
| FELLOW WHO COMES TO YOUR CAR WILL BE COLORED, HE WILL SAY | [ TOLD HI 
| TO PICK UP A PACKAGE FROM MR, JOHNSON, UNQUOTE, THIS LETTER IS ^ 
VRITTED/ON THE BACK OF A FULL PAGE CHRISTMAS GREETING, VICTIM IS 
PUBLISHER OF EBONY* JET* TAN* AND HUE MAGAZINES CATERING TO NEGRO 
READERS, HE RECENTLY RECEIVED EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY IN CG AS TO HIS 





SUCCESS STORY, PLANS ARE BEING MADE TO EFFECT COVERAGE OF PAY OFF IN i 

| • - nww mu, n>n pi.mn i n r n-* 

CONJUNCTION TH SPEC I AL POLICE SQUAD PICKED BY COMM, O-CONNOR. 
HOSTETTER 

END AND ACK PLS I 

5*02 PM OK FBI WA SH 
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Matter of press relea J discussed with 
SA Wick. SAC Hostetter telephonically 
authorized to make joint press release 
with Chicago PD if subject identified 
as extortionist and prosecution authorised. 
Subject no longer Wanted as deserter. 
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^ V?KExT RECGTEL DEC# TWENTY TWO LAST CAPTIONED QUOTE UNKNOWN SUBJECjf. 

c ' 

VA, THE COMMITTEE., JOHN H. JOHNSON DASH VICTIM. EXTORTION UNQUOTE^ 
SUBJECT ARRESTED SEVEN P.M., DEC. TWENTY TWO, LAST, BY BUA GENTS ^ 

AND CG POLICE AT TWO ZERO NINE E. FIFTY FIFTH ST., CG, WHEN HE 
APPROACHED VICTIM-S CAR AND ASKED FOR AND RECEIVED THE PACKAGE FROM 
pH VICTIM* SUBJECT CLAIMS SENT BY MAN NAMED TO PICK UP PACKAGE b6 

• , . b7i 

" t:; AND WAS TO BE PAID FIVE DOLLARS WHEN HE MET | AT CORNER OF 

I 4 VAN BUREN AND STATE STS IN CG LOOP AT TEN P.M. NO ONE MEETING 



v" Description of I Iobserved in this area at alleged meeting time. 

w- \ 1 1 

**[ vy 

h ■> ^SUBJECT-S STATEMENTS EXTREMELY VAGUE, CONTRADICTORY, AND HE IS < 
v. RELUCTANT TO FURNISH ANY DETAILS OF HIS ACTIVITIES THAT CAN BE 

*• 'N <>/ 

^ ,j CORROBORATED. SUBJECT NEGRO, AGE TWENTY NINE OR THIRTY, FBI NO. 

I aND FILES REFLECT WANTED AS DESERTER 

***. fv 

Stjr 4 NINETEEN FIFTY ONE. S1JTEL IF RECORD REFLECTS HE IS WANTED ELSEWHERE. 


j AUSA FRANK MC GARR, CG, AUTHORIZED PROSECUTION AND SUBJECT WILL BE 

W W M 1 * 


ARRAIGNED BEFORE .USC THIS DATE. 
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DECEMBER 29, 1955 


TELETYPE - 


J-JO 

SAC, CHICAGO b 7c 

J JOHN Hr JOHNSON - VIKEX. REURLET DECEMBER TWENTYTHREE 

AND URTEL DECEMBER TWENTYEIOHT. NO CONCLUSION REACHED WHETHER 

I WROTE HAND PRINTINQ ON QUESTIONED SPECIMENS. A Lj 
SIGNIFICANT HAND PRINTING CHARACTERISTICS IN COMMON NOTED WHICH ' 
SUOOEST UNDICTATED UPPER CASE HAND PRINTING SAMPLES OF I I WO l 

BE HELPFUL. ALL EVIDENCE WILL BE HELD III LAB FOR THIRTY DAYS 

PENDING RECEIPT OF ADDITIONAL KNOWN HAND PRINTING UNLESS ADVISED 

- v ■ : y> 

OTHERWISE. HAND PRINTING OH QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS NOT IDENTIFIED 
IN ANONYMOUS LETTER FILE. QUESTIONED SPECIMENS EXAMINED AND ONE 
LATENT PALM PRINT DEVELOPED ON BACK OF YOUR ITEM FOUR. MO PAIM 


PRINTS OF SUBJECT AVAILABLE OUR FILES. RUC. 
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Office Menmandum • 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, CHICAGO (9-2319) 

' 

rr-' J wa -5 

JOHN If. JOHNSON - VICTIF 

EXTORTION 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT^ 


date Pec ember 30, 19Jgjp 


" : ' l > * 'v X 


SUBJECT: 


ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 


&/ 




Reference la made to Chicago letter dated 12/23/55 
and Bureau teletype to Chicago dated 12/29/55. 

Enclosed he* ewith cro the following items: 

1. Three plain white envelopes each identified 
with the date 12/29/55 and the initials VJEP, 

2. Two photographic prints of an application f or 

employment with the U. S, Po 3 t Office dated 
November 10, 1955* executed by b6 

1 b7C 

Concerning item 1, these envelopes were obtained 
at the Chicago Christian Industrial League, Chicago, Illinois, 
where the subject stayed on December 15> 1955* These enveloped 
are made available in the lobby for persons who stay at that 
League to use. It is requested that these envelopes be com- 
pared with the envelope used in the extortion letter dated 
December 15> 1955> and the envelope addressed to JOHN H. 

JOHNSON, 1820 South Michigan, Chicago, Illinois, with the 
postmark of December 1).| , 1955> Chicago, Illinois. It is 
desired that the FBI Laboratory make appropriate examination 
to determine whether the submitted specimens are identical 
with the envelope which is presently in the possession of the 
Laboratory. 

■ It is requested that item 2, which is the hand- 
printing of the subject, be compared with both extortion 
letters which are presently in the possession of the Laboratory. 

It is requested that if possible the Laboratory 
should make this examination and furnish the results by_autal__» 
sometime prior to^ ^^ rv ii. 195 6. Specimens shbuld he returnpdy 

Enclosures ( 2 > 
2 - Bureau (AiASD)' (RM) " Q > 

TOP:LHA 00f ’° (9 ‘ 2319) - / / 

(3) / ~~k: — 
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JAHTJART 3, 1956 TELRTIPB - DEFERRED ■ 

SAC, CHICAGO (9-2319) M jJ I 

^ | JOHN H." JOHNSON - VIKEX. REURLET DECEMBER ■ 

DOB TO LIMITED AMOUNT OF COMPARABLE BARD PRIHTOO 
OR BROWN POST OFFICE APPLICATIOM AMD LACK OP SUFFICIENT (iMbl* OP 3™°* 
immmm hamd printing characteristics in 'common* no conclusion « 

beached WHETHER I 1 ™°** QUESTIONED SPKIMBN B. DESIRABLE | 

TO SUBMIT ADDITIONAL UNDICTATED HAND PRINTING 0F| ~WITE MOBE 
LETTERS OF ALPHABET. QOESTIONID ENVELOPE POSTMARIED DECEMBER FOURTBg 
[ »T IDENTICAL WITH KNpWN EHVSMPN3 SUBMITTED RELET AS COT ON l^j| 
‘ DIES, AND MADE OF PAPER OF DIFFERENT THICKNESS AND WEIOEt. ROC, J 

| HOOVER 
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(1*) COD: pin 
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FEDERAL DUREAli Li* i*'* coT iunl iut < 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


3 1953 ^f(j 


TELETYPE 


FBI WASR^DC 1-3-56 


pn»?ri/ 

;, ^hic 


SAC, ‘'CHICAGO 'DEFERRED b7c 

I JOHN H* JOHNSON - VIKEJJ* REURLET DECEMBER THIRTY* 
tUE TO LIMITED AMOUNT OF COMPARABLE HAND PRINTING ON KNOWN POST OFFICE'! 
APPLICATION AND LACK OF SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF STRONG IDENTIFYING HAND 
PRINTING CHARACTERISTICS IN COMMON, NO CONCLUSION REACHED WHETHER 

WROTE QUESTIONED SPECIMENS* DESIRABLE TO SUBMIT ADDITI 


8KDICTATED HAND PRINTING OF 


WITH MORE LETTERS OF ALPHABET. 


QUESTIONED ENVELOPE POSTMARKED DECEMBER FOURTEEN NOT IDENTICAL WITH 
KNOWN ENVELOPES SUBMITTED RELET AS CUT ON DIFFERENT DIES, AND MADE OF 


PAPER OF DIFFERENT THICKNESS AND WEIG 
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PEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 


Data recorded: 1-13-56 8:00 AM 

Single fingerprint Report 


Casa a 


JOHN H. JOHNSON - 
EXTORTION 


jWASj 
VICTIM 


Specimens : 


9 - 29282 - / 
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b7C 


Compare latent.*? developed previously instant case with the palm prints submitted of 
subject. (Note letter states latent palm prints being submitted. 


inked impressions are submitted)* Latents developed on Chicago's item b* 


HETAIN PALM PRINTS. 


Examination requested by: SAC, Chicago (9-2319) 
Date received: 1 - 13 - 56 /ho 

Date of reference camaunicatiom 1-11- 56 Airtel 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 
Result of examination: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


AIRTEL 

Transmit the following TWlfS tyyy message to: 


FBI, CHICAGO (9-2319) 
HjtfRKCTOR, FBI 


I w o. 3 « 

JOHN H. ''JOHNSON - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


1 / 11/56 


Mr. 

ToTfion ) 

Mr. 

Nkhoh ! 

Mr. 
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ATTEST IQ TT , IDE : ; T j j Q AT JQ-y jp; j g J QN , 

SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 

b6 

b 7 C 


Re Chicago letter to the Bureau dated 12/23/55 
and Bureau teletype to Chicago dated 12/29/55 • 

Enclosed he rewith la one set of latent palm 
prints of the sub lee t I 

In accordance to the referenced Bureau teletype, 
item 4 as set forth in the referenced Chicago letter has 
been examined, and one latent palm print developed. 

It is requested that the palm prints of the 
subject be compared to the latent palrn print developed 
on the back of Chicago’s item 4 . 

These palm prints need not bo returned to the 
Chicago Office, and it Is requested that Chicago bo advised 
\ by aaairtel. 
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Mr! NWtoL 

Mr. Bow ftMB 

My. Belmont , ■ ■ 

Mr. Mawu — 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Par«rms.-£— - 
Mr. Rosen iJspi/| 
Mr. Tamm . 1 — .H 

Mr. Neaso 

Mr. 'Winterrowd- 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holloman — 
Mia Gwni |hf 


Extortion 



rive Years 

• 

Richard Bowles, 30, a tran- 
sient. pleaded guilty Thursday 
to trying m extort SI 5,000 from 
John IT 'Johnson, publisher of 
Jet and Ebony magazines. 

Federal Judge John P. Barnes 
sentenced him to five years in 
I prison. 


T II E JUDGE recommended 
t that Bowles, of 12 S. Peoria, be 
i examined by prison authorities 
to see’ whether he needs treat- 
ment for alcoholism. 

Bowles’ attorney, Alvin A, 
Turner, had urged that he be 
sent to a federal renter for 
treatment of alcoholics, rather 
than to pnson. 

Police and HH men nabbed 
j Howies in a trap Dee. 22 near 
j 200 K. Garfield hlvd. after 
Johnson had received threat- 
ening letters. 

Bowles was free for a few 
hours Jan. in after U.S. Com* 
mt' j sioncr C. S. Bentley Pike 
ifitfneci him loose for “want o t 
I prosecution.” I 

j But he was indicted on the, 
charge the same day and seized, 
again. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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mmHo.l 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO 


DATE WHEN PERIOD POR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

12/22, 23, 2k , 27 
1/20/5 6 20 ,29,30/55; 

1/3-579713, 

16/56 




KUHiinoi 


CHARACTER OF CASK 


EXTORTION 


STMOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Victim in receipt of two extortion letters both 
postmarked."Chicago, 111.” and postdated 12/l 4/55! / 
and 12/20/55. Coverage given payoff on 12/22/55 
at 209 East Garfield, Chicago, Illinois, by Bureau 
agents and Chicago PD officers. Subject taken into 
custody after having taken package from victim. 

On interview, subject c laims to have been sent 
by unknown person named l~ I who hired him on 

12/22/55 to pickup package and subsequently moot 
him later. Coverage given alleged meet with I I 

No such person located. Several discrepancies 
in subject's remarks during interview noted. 

FBI Laboratory examination of extortion letters 
dictated specimens and undictated specimens 
inconclusive to date. Pacts presented nUSA 
FRANK J. hC GARR, Chicago, 12/23/55* who uuthonized 
filing complaint charging subject with violation 
Section 876, Title lo, U.S. Code. Complaint filed 
before USC C.S. BENTLEY PIKE 12/23/55. Bond sot 
at 53,000. Pacts presented PGJ 1/3/56. True 
Bill returned and indictment obtained 1/9/56 
charging subject with violation of Section 876 , 
Title 18, U.S. Code. Subject released by USC ,) . 


m 
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00 9-2319 


1/9/56. Sub ject rer.arrested '1/9/56, on Bench 
Warrant and ; appeared, before USDJ, JOHN. T . 
BARNES', OSDC , Northern' 1 l)iatr id t of'; Illinois ' 
on 1/12/56 and l/l6/56. ; .';C.as © continued to 

1/19/56. 
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DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Predication > •/. h: A - , • / ' - /'A? 

kvj/k. : , ■ ■; A.K:-; 1 / 

/ ' • ' Thi3 investigation i a pr e'd i d a te‘d -up on a t.el e phone call^ 

on December 22.,v‘i955». from Police •. Commi.a a i Oner',!., Chid ago ^ ;'’<Y v ;; ; .k 
P61ice/;DepartinQnt., . TlMoTHf ,J. ; JO.IJTl . ;t ^ 
H . JOHNSON A l820 South Mi chigan ; 'In k Y A 

receipt of two; extortion * 3 k Mall 9 " 4: 

and at that time: was in hi a office; availftbjlef;f or /interview V-Y'l 
. 1 ' -iav,.. t \ iV-'-'C ‘ •>, it .-'; ’ ' -j >•* kii-H'-'k V ' > . '•'■'< * -0 

• • f •?'» 1 y. * , ' * ; . .'*■ .- v . •• ^ fi > . ' t '■*• v ' 1 . •, , v .. •. 


Interview of ryiptim 
aridAjur iadio t ion ' 
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v « V 'k/ 
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* 1 i ' ? -i *■.’■* T "?2 t 

• i •• ‘*3/; 

1 ‘Vi* •» ■ " ■ •- 


^ V '.A Qh Deceinber’ .22/ 19^5:*- about k 

;SnllASA -jioss : .tv 

Police C ommia di bpior O'OOlhiORia'Cbfdice/.:./#^^^^' 

C f the,;owneh ^nd pub! 

1820 ;. South i Michigan . „ fi hi c 
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CQ 9-2319 


the * re turn address of "700 Indiana, Chi., 111." In the lower 
left hand corner of the envelope was marked the word "Personal; 
arid ‘'contained the postmark of "Chicago 34., 111 . December ■;'$# 
Ilf, 1955” • The contents -of the 'first' letter was in' pencil ..55l 
printing and is set forth below : 


p. 

PH, 


P'Dec. 15, 1955 


088$. , : v 

IS*k 






* V\ / V,: 
\ * f . 


•t :v~ r « v 

mm - •‘Vt si 


"Hr Johnson: - f 

"We have let you operate far ten- • 
years.. We think it "is time for you to join . 
our organization. Ve have 350 members'.; - 
ff'Thb companies- who refuse to join don’t 
hin, bus sine a s long. ' I'rn- sure you hhve .read 
about places being bombed or cars ; blowing 
- up_ : , V/e don' t want to hurt anyone '/bhtdWe,; h 
• . ha*te' to be, refused / by, 'c us tome ~ n . Gut'.- fee/\ t-y'ft&m 
• is .$15 , 000 for five year ' memership . . Mr . ••foV’J-ih W 
/ Johnson need' we, toll you tha^. we have you . ; '?/ ,57^0 
under- -24- hour ' watch. So please:. don’t ;||§ 

for you-; benef it and all concerned see any /. ' izfM 
police Officers . - Now you' think thith'dV-er . /^ You --'mm 
have a. nice bus sine s s — , We will -get in' touch f/^||§ 
/with/you_ V/0 collect“*in no larger /bills than , Vl|f! 
$20.00 . We'll be aeeingf you_ Better have : • 

- your fee ready Friday Dec-.' 'lT.*/. ? 1955 • 




•"The C omm.it te " 








The envelope of the aocond. I0jbt6r? vwas - addroaaed 
inting to -Mr v John H.' Johnson , 1820' So a Michigan.^ 


the ;!l^t!:Po.rrtbft ; w a eft He ' 
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■ was folded in quarters and. Under the verse printed on the 
card- 'Was the penciled words "Message on inside". By 
unfolding the card, the following handprinted note appeared: 


"Dec . 20, 1955 


"This is. our second reply. We 
wanted to give yon '.time to 'think. Well you^H-.';v 
have had time. We will he looking for you to 
raake delivery Dec. 22 1955 at 7 2 00' P.M. You. 

. are to lo.sve your bussiiness at 6i30 P.M. proceed 
South on V/ abash to Garfield Blvd, .Bast on - 

Garfield to Indiana Park on Garfield between 
Indiana and Prairie heading- #ast. Two- of uo ,.. 
will follovr you from your busline ss to Garfield,' 
to see if you are alone * If. you have gotten . ijS> 
touch-with anyone wo will ; knoW it. If .you ^/V; ;v .5 

• have it' is a waste ’of time -for you to show up* I 
You have already signed s omeonoa J. depth';' oith;> 
you or close to you. The last,; .one Of Us Will 'M 
got some who need3 a drink -of wine or. a r.ouplo 

■ dollars to come • to-'your car',' bd'\get fcho paokag^f 
■Then’ you leave bocause .we Jwill. have everything^ f 
control _ , But i f anything go' . wrongs Somepn|v 
can, get ready to bury you or -someone clofle'Kto^ 
you;: Very few people ref Usd' because we ddg.dhg 
work wo 11. You think, because this is a 
. . to be happy and alive. We have bdeh.^ti® 

to bus slhess -for years ;If you refuse 

• next- in line for tho busiriaSs will pay* .^1|§ 
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"The Committee 
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JOHNSON stated that his secretary usually reoeives'-^ 
his null at his office and then turns it over to him to read. , . ^ 
He stated that he had .told f our / persons about re ceiving these ;|j| ; 
letters , namely, hi s ; secretary, I L U.S . -1' '/". ■■;%$$* 

Congressman DAWSON of Chicago/ his attorney, J. NGliMAN G0DDES'3|: 
and his wife EUNICE. } . JOHNSON, stated that the; letters- had 
been handled by these persona .and abused- principally because 
he did not take , the time at in them ser iously: and considered 
them as' a practical joke; however ; upon the advice, of his 
attorney', ho- weht to the Chicago Poll ce Department to report^l'Lp 
the -incidents . - ' ’ ; h - / 

JOHNSON related that he resides at 045 Droxol Vjfc'fV 
Square, , Chicago, Illinois, on .the first floor, he is marrl0,4l|j 
and lives with his wife, EUNICE. They havo no children. ’ O.A,p; 
He stated that at the present time his wife's mother is 
visiting them. g -V j t _ '• r *4 

JOHNSON’ S daily routine. i3 usually as follows i‘ v 

Each morning h,e' calls the garage and ha3 an 
a 1 1 orid an t • br ihg- : hi s ; c ar to -his home . • He drives 
• the car to“ work/e;ach inbrning , abj^ tirae. between # 

: 0:30 a.m. ...and 9;30i a.m.; He parks: his car in > l— 

' r an alleyway b.eside his .business., at’’ 820 South . ,1 

Hi 0 h%an ; , the ^sidehdb^Soit; ; that, building ’,W,j 

for exit lp#4lday ”i a 

Wperlt On ftfte' premises - at 820 ‘ ^icluic 

he normally le aye s his -business about '6:30 p.m ! « V 4 
each day. , At this, hour, namely 6 v |30 p .ni. , . JQHfl|3(%| 
4’ v V ' stated’ most of his.. employees have" .'left and; the 

; •• • \ only person who lg/ on .the \ premia e a .• re gul ar ly’a fc .. / 4- ■■ 
- • " • .tHat timo '-is his Stepfather, -JAMES WILLIAMS, •$ 

v i ; ' r .ago 70,, whorls •.in ; charge of cleaning up the ;. ’ ■•■p 
' • building *■ ‘ His stepfather;.’ and mother Mrs 

. : - V-OTlT-RUDE.WitJiilA^ 

v Chicago , Iil-inoi ai4 ' 
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. '■ stays in the building from approximately 5 : 00 ; 

,p.m. until .11 :00 p .ni. On some days, JCHUSON ;■ 
related, when his stepfather Is nqt working, 

.0 -- he usually stays until 11:00 p.m. in the build! 

until a . night .watchman takes over,. J^pweveb, ,\, , “, 

, v ' ' * when he usually leaves at 6 : 30 p ,m4 ; JOHNS ON ! 

• . ’■ , stated that, he ^drives to his home and Usually 

1 ' .makes one stop where he picks up the evening ; 

papers. * After. having dinner, he usually goes 
out to a newsstand and -get. the late editions 
. . of the evehihg papers- ’to read. After that, ■ :-r^ 

■ ; he calls the garage and has ,his car taken ‘ . r y 

to the garage.. . 4’:.;,,. 

-f • / ' ■" ? 

■ : . JOHNSON owns . a 1956. black Cadillac, four door . 3 
sedan, 1955 Illinois license Number 911267.There ' is no Vo' V , 1)4 
lioense plate, bn the front of the car. He/ stated that his .V" 1 
car is, equipped with a telephone, Chicago telephone number, j.; 

JH 6-2834* . JOHNSON , St a te s that he. otoresythia^car in hob's y 

• Garage.,- 1 5631; South S“tatb Street, - Chicago, Illinois. ‘ 

• As to his '.business JOHNSCN;- state.d that he.", emplio; 
approximately 106 /persons in the .Johnson ..Publishing Company'';^ 

' and knov/S of ho present employee or ; ; f ormer employee who ‘-i,,. 

• might, forward^ to<him such extortion letter s^, He. could 
'reoaiXmo. incidents from a 'business ' standpoint that mi/.-ht n M 

!f indpoe • some:.person.,to 'extortvlilW. v .d ' ' ’■ ‘ 

:y : ; X ' i 

J F *>*?'•? ' v. > JOHNSON believed that the, sxtop tioii'er ' h, a,t-bcntl;bh'f| 
^ •’•was . attracted Ijo him by a foaturo . article -appearing in the Ir* 
>hRqtQVS0c,tion of the ''.Chicago Daily. News." ’ ortsDec, ember 17 , 

.’M-Xong . with c olor e d „p ic turn s was. entitled > 
SUcoesS'^to^yJH; ' The ' article: •se.t forth in llmitod » 
biographical • f ashioh;; ; how > J0HNSGH' had risen ff em/an'' : ihsuha»b ( a?^. 
rrjmari/^cj a f in^c.ial . sdo^es S. in th^ v . ^ 

! ' 0 ?; ■ ; & fejb fir afe hx t oftl i on - nr : ^ 
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. _ dddd ■ d ; ; • • . . ; ' ‘ • •' • dd- -[-.{XimM: 

over radio stations a week prior to its publication in the d 
Saturday Edition of the "Daily News" . It was JOHNSON’S'. * 
opinion that the publicity he received from this article d'^ 

attracted the extortioner’s attention! ‘-i 

• ■ ' V ; ' ’ • • ' ■ : . - 

>■ ' The only other personal Incident in his life* :♦ 

according . to . JOHNSON , which might have, caused a person to 1 d 
b^tort •.him;' concerned an attendant at Bob' s, Garage , He 
recalled that during the past year his. wife had called 
an attendant at the garage to take the- car from his home d; 
to the garage*. . It is believed that the attendant found , . 

some personal checks belonging to EUNICE JOHNSON in the 
car and took them and attempted to cash them through a 
third party at' a currency exchange, 'JOHNSON stated he 
placed a stop on these checks and subsequently recovered ’ * 

themt. He 'stated that no action wa3 taken against the 
attendant and it is not known for sure, whether sthe attendant 
knew that JOHNSON suspected' him. JOHNSON. i&fcbJ 5 if ied this 
attendant as JOHNNY TAYLOR, 45 years of ageyoNe£ro, 5' 5" dd;. 
tall, 150 ;pounds, presently employed at the Maggdcck Company * 
43rd and &tate Streets, .'Chicago, Illinois. ddjd 

J.d d d , dd ( •' .; ' ' dd d d . . ’’ * ' ' * dV\%j 

.• . The following description of the , victim* JGHNSO^a 

was obtained by observation and interrogation i ;.v . .d ddddd 'd 


Name 0 • 

Sex v 

Race ; . : ■ 

Age 1 

Weight 
Height d, . 
Hair • do • ' o 
Eyesdv-, 

Marital St atU3 
Drbss •. dddd; 


JOHN H. JOHNSON’ 


-.Negro ■ 

■ 37 years . ' ' v 'd-^4 

. 206 lbs. " Y. 

5'lla" . , V 

Black d • - d dd 1 

••• Brown d ! i. Yd 

•.Married to EUNICE-; WALKER^: 

• Johnson :;' dd d. : d-d'd-d 

, Us.dhlly bdbihess suits, ddar; 
blue; /overcoat ! black, shoes ♦ 

' grsffKhtd^;'d^ddid ; : /EeS 

• .y; d:d; : dd. dd d i-'M-M \- .--./i ■: d . d>y Y...d,dY 
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-id dd • 

. vte 

• . ■ hj 
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Occupation 


•.:<'.»“•• Business Phonos" 
Residence ; : 


. , - Home • Phones 


Relatives 


Publisher - Johnson Publlshin 
Company, 1620 South Miqhig&ri 
Chicago, Illinois i 

CA 5-10Q0 (unlisted) 

. GA 5-1024 ■ ( uni i sted) ; • , 

845 . Drexel Square' r ^ . V ; 

, 1st' fl'oor apartment;?; >. , '$jp 

Chicago, Illinois. 

Hyde Park 3-7802 (ifciatdd ) t 
Hyde Panic 3-1919^^1^4^ 
Mother - GERTRUDE 
60 lo St. Lawr en ”, 
Chicago , Illinois#, '••V* -Y^ 4 

Stepfather; - JAI^ ;, WILLIAhS^ 
6018 St. Lawrence , ' J f 

Chi c a go , 111 inois , *« & 


Preparation and Plans 
to &C over -Payoff • • 


'.’•• At the completion of the above- intbr view, . 

JCHI'tSON -agrood that. he ! would cooperate with th6 FBI and,'|‘^i|^| 
do' Anything to facilitate - the apprehension of the ex toritidh'^f 

V> 'v • ■ ■■' ■ ! : /v’ V'.'. 'PV/- 

v ’ ■ > • Police -Commissioner 0 1 COM OR appointed -Lt. 

""Tiihd the men Of his detail to work witli the . 'M 


I iind the, men . Of his detail to work with the - y; :V : 
FBI tn ? - CQV^ang • th^ 'instant payoff. It -was ; agreed;- that---^; :i > 
a 'm eeting' b e the eh' the victi m; ! :SAsl land - SPSNCjER- arid 


i 

f 


would be held ; at 


"at 
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GlLL^VhfeeWat ed^thA tmtfriff V^atkahe, arid ^tdgbthef'trith SA . .-wM 

li ■ -S-w' ..-u mc.* *>M 
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The traffic on Garfield Boulevard is heavy and it is double 
laned with a midway in-between lane. The South portion of 
the Boulevard da used" for East Bound traffic and. the Horth 
portion for V/est Bound traffic. ’ ;vfe • 

It was ascertained that the buildings fat 209 . 

and 205 East Garfield were empty and located in ii^ei byo<!|c y • 
designated in the two extortion letters’ by' ; the extortihhfnP ■ 
as 1 the pl ace of payoff. . It Was ascertained- by S^GlLiife|^) ; 
and I 1 that: these buildings could be made " available to r " 
the FBI in covering instant payoff. bV; v ’' ’’ . b'vhh 


At 2 : 00 p .m.' j on Dece mber 22, ; 19-5.5 1 SAs 

and oPEMCER met with Lt.l I and the' victim at the 

The following 


lan 


for covering the payoff was f ormulated to - jibe With the b7 
instructions in the two extortion letters. ; 1 b7 

■ r The victim was to leave his place of ^business 
as usual at 6:30.p.m, , drive South on Michigan Avenue to % 
" ,20'th Street, turn West on '2,0 th Btreot to;. Wabash 'Avenue, ij 
: and then turn ’South ori-iijabash’ to. Gafrfr!^^^ ; 

v;At .Garfleld^Bbiiievard,’ the victim was to ; tbrn fias t arid 





■m 


1 v- until . approximately 8 :00 ; 'p*ra.:. sharp, arid If nothing .happened^ 
.drive to his home >/. If &hd; whbh^thhi ext or ti6h§ruappec(rb4 
at the car,, JOIiNSplI' was 1 to give: the ^extohtibn package to* 
him and immediately turn, on his hoadlightb as If pulling 
. ' > away in' his car. v ^ ;: 'v ^ . 0 ■ 

/ ■ ' . d.OHNSdK was .furnished the payoff, package . 

i' ; and was' equipped withpOr t.Atjle radio equipment ' to-be..-'/' 

j*Z - ■ ‘ worn by him ,on . his' per 3 oh. • lie was given instructl ops hn 
r- "J/ how to . use the epuipmeht 'hhd/inotrdctedVto bnnouhce hia ! 

' i® a vingrat ; ; 6tJo. pvhh 

BS^ nflvrtff RnehA t »Hd tn v Arinr>'-h t hri^r «tAttfkhrtrf,W 
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To preclude any possibility that JOHNSON might 
be interc epted bv the ext ortioner on hla wnv to t he tmvo ff ■ 
scene . SA I I and Officers ! I and I I 

occupied a Yellow Cab equipped with portable radio,, equipment 
which placed them in communication, with the victim and .oth.er> 
agents and officers at the payoff scone. ' 

Also occupying another Yellow Cab with s imilar : \ 
rad io a mil nmp.n t was SA ROBERT J. DENEEN and Off 3 oars I 
and I I These cabs were assigned to accompany in cl’pii 

proximity the victim on his trip from his office' ,to th e bsdroi 
scene. In addition, SA FRANCIS W. KATTHYS and Officer ! 
occupied a car assigned to accompany the victim -from his 
office to the payoff scene by drivi ng a parallel street one" 
block t o the /Eas t of the route, SA I I and 

Officer I ~l were assigned to accompany the victim O'. hi<3 

route to the payoff scene by travelling a parallel route efte . 
block. West . Upon arrival at the payoff 3 cene, the victim '■% 
was to park, be tween the addresses 20 5 and 209 East Garfiol4,v* 
Boulevard 1 SA | I was ass igned. to obtain •’;£ 

a .parking place and save this, parking place to- insure that | 
the victim. was in the •md3t advantageous position. As . the Tv 
victim approached the payoff scene.' h e .was to announce o'/ef* 
the radio his' location .and SA l I would- pull out in front 1 

of the victim. to insure his obtaining a. parking place. V 

On arrival' at;. the, -payoff scene both Yellow Cuba^ 
and the , two ac cornn an vine, bar s 1 ac c 6mp anl e d b y /a thir d car ^ J 
occupied by SA I [ . and Office i T f a fouft 

car occupied by SA WILLIAM' J. WATRY and Officer I I and.f 

a fifth oar occupied by SA RAYMOND J. DRISCO LL and Office*, 

I a nd a poli ce, truck occupied by SA l 
and- Officers' ! I and |~~ ~~J were as signed advanta, 

points in the vicinity of the, payoff R scene,' whore they co 1 . 
eft ecti a. ; .blook:ade in the ’ event that the i.e x t or 1 1 on 0 r . . appr.dif 


Big' 

|l;> 


thA'peyoff^by' : automobile ohd.; att^ipted tp^anake his sub'deqijie 
ge taWay^By,; adtbmObi'Le*,. ^ • '- : V^4 v ,v ' •' ‘ - v 
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. Inside, the building at , 209 'East GarihleldLhcut 

20 feet from the payoff scene •werevSAs R0G3 ifc* 

DENNIS; W..' SHANAH AN. GEORGE >. GILLEM and Lt . I f ah\ 

Officer 1 Both of these places copt ained, p or t 

radio : equipment which placed, them in communication wiiH“’yR 
the .victim and other , motor Vehicle , equipment. , 

Upon the completion.' of theses plans*. the .victirttR, 
was sent to his office t o . wait* for .the : time .of . the payoff*-'!; 
At about '5'! 00 p.m.,,- December .22 , , 1955 * the above mentioned 
office r s were bri efed as 'to their -as signnients • at the Ilhic&Sd 
FBI Office and thereafter prbceedeq to •%the^fpay6fi; ; ; ecepe'-. 


Payoff and Apprehension 
of Subject 




In apcordahce^with the above, plan, ;the victim . a 
left his office at/>6 : 30' p,m.l l /;ph ^December . 22 , 1955 • He' . • v ..vt^ 
proceeded without inoident "to the payoff apen4!ahd parked 
his car at the payoff; spot at ./approximately 6:53 P .m. . ; 

At approximately 7 :03; p.m. , an urikno^ni individual ^apprpacheai 
the' victim' s. car-, from, the East-. The victihVas'f’b^seryed^t^ 
give this person 'the: package, and' this individual turned thpi® 
oommenbed to walk West ion Garfield Bqpleyard.'r Sub j e, 
immedia tely taken Into, custody by, SA SPENCER, and Lt • 

Officer I 1 took the packa'g'e'.' from* the subject ,*; m 

Subject was their- taken;. into the r stc*f$ ,iat 1209' Garfield; andjip 
interviewed by SAs’ SPENCER and’ ShAlfAllAN'.v' 

’■*■. -'.V . Subjeot ldohtiflcd him$elf as r 
He, s fated that he. had Eo> hbiti<s\ and had rbeen : ;a tayiiig ,at a. ; *3 
mission’ on . Madison Street ih;0hicac;d. 

a. stronger to ; Chibakd*‘Vv He,; ;stjit©d that .ha • ha d 'n-fi "p na wlfi^f 
him and claimed that^Cberaoiv: by the .'name Of had Aitf” 


tT 


aiAHeirHi 51 


i»f e Astro, 

e V ■ he was to, Ace M I , fctr £0 t 
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I I as male, white, age lj.0, Italian, 5'7 !< tall, dapper... In- 
appearance. ' pey, 


He claimed that he did not knov; the victim and , ’ 
had never seen him before and did not know hi s name . Ho' 
stated that he had recoived instructions from ] ~| at 7 sOOi-M 
to go to the block on Garfield Boulevard between Indiana 
Prairie and there he woul d gpa ■ a black limousine , , He waspt^L, 
go up to the; car and say I [ sent rue to pickup a package*,?!? 
Subject stated that he had no address and had stayed at . .. : 
the mission at Peoria and Wadi spn on the night of December •. 

21, 1955. ■ : ' - b6 ■>% 

' ' " b7C . f- i 

On the wa y to the FBI office, subject was, taken ' y 


by SA SPENCER and Lt.| | to the 

at 9 South Peer in Str eet ithcrej 

a registration book. | | pointe 

stayed. under to SA SPFIICER and Lt.l 
register for December 21, 19J?5 , was] 


?o Indust rial LpagUig 
I made availft$ 
the name he had 
I .The name on the n 
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. 7 ;,,. Interview of Victim After Payoff ' ? ’ . V £ 

'■ ' ;■•■■■ ' • •. \ • . • . '..•■> r /‘t'j 

•. I . . (■' 

d-pyA-; SAs DBNEJEN and I I accompanied the victim % 

to his home after. 'the payoff where he was interviewed. \ rSf 

‘ •. . y . U 

: Victim sta ted that the s ubject approached his . 'A% 

•.car. and asked "Are you | j ; Victim, answ ered' "v an >, > : T 

; , ' . . uraiid 4* then the 'sub ject said "Have you a . package for I I " y> A- ' 

• 4 The victim, aba ted "yes " ,and then handed the package to ' — ?v 
’ the subject. I I s bated that he did not. know the ’ • 

;v 3 Ubjoct .but his face looked 'familial*, but he could not b6''w' ; *i^ 
•5,'i • plfi.ee. where 'he had 'ever, s o an the . s ub j e o t or if he, in picA-’y^ 
r.ViH,- reality, had ever seen the 'subject before. H 1 ' ■' • H ' r ,.>; 
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i Coverage of Alleged Meet, u / i 'K’: 1 -' " 

v ^Between i Sub j co t ' 6hd • uOWly yf 
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individual known as 

It will bo noted as mentioned above that I I 
Was the Individual to whom the subject was to meet after ■ 
the payoff at 10:00 p.m. at the intersection of Van Bur on 
and State . 

The above surveillance was c.onducted from 
9:i i0 n.m . to 10:30 p.m. Ho one fitting the description 
of T l was located. 

; r ; -. : The following individuals wore interviewed ‘at 

State and Van Buron between 9 :lj-0 : p.m. and 11:30 p.m. on 
December 22, 1955* who appeared to answer the general 
description an furnished by the subject: 






Thb above - pe rs on's .Were .intarv^iewod and.,' All : { 
their presenbef. at' thfr pp, 

lllfe A ; 











CG 9-2319 


Intorviow of Subject 
at FBI Office 


Subject was i nterview ed at the F BI Office on- 
December 22, 1955# by SAs I I and I 1 He initially 

stated that he was not a native of Chicago and said thatfv . j . 
he had been in Chicago for only. a short time and was not ’ . • 
well acquainted with the city. When confronted with the. • 

. information contained in the files of the Chicago DiyislOtt^.' f 
Wherein he had been previously investigated as a deserter from’ X 
the iv. S..' Array - , subject admitted that 'he- 'was born and raised 1, 
in Chicago and had resided there all his life except for 'thel:- 
period he w&3 in the service. He maintained, however, that r - 
lie had never. lived and was not known in the neighborhood 
of his arrest on Garfield Boulevard but did admit that' 
he had . lived at various addresses on the' Couth side, of’ f ?f, : . 
Chioago and was well acquainted with tha> neighborhood - - ' 

Where the payoff was made. He said h&. would not have , gotten; 
involved in the- instant case if ■•he had hot been broke and . | 

hungry. Ho: indicated he had, worked last at bobbins . Restaur aii| 
Adams .and Wacker Drive, Ohio ago. He stated he terminated. \ if 1 -J , 
Ills employment there about three weeks previously because./;;! 
his employer refused to pay him "more thap -$40 per week.- / 5^1 

When asked whether or not he had any. relative a *J|jj 
or friends in .Chicago, I I indicated he did not have.. 

( ’any. He stated. he had no one to turn to when he f oupd' , 
himself without funds end no place to stay following the 
termination of the above employment. 'He' advised that he 
. has spent the last, couple of Weeks sleeping ahd eating \ ;.^|L 

at various charitable missions 'on the Couth aide of Chicagb'i $1 
and indie ated that the Pacific ‘Garden His s ion on. State S tre,$|. 
was one such’ place. Ho. stated ho ‘.had slept at, the nils aiph.p^f 
I at Peoria- and Madison Streets on December 21, 1955# ' uivd haa,' 
breakfast there on December 22, 1955* , •/. .’ / 
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, v . : Subjeot* indicated that' he was walking von’ St ate 

at no ar Harris opl after breakfast, when - ho was approached 
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by a” white man who asked him if he would like a job. Although 
he had never seen this man before, he told him that he would ,Vr|. 
like a job and inquired as to its nature . Subject stated 
that the unknown man then told him that he would have a job; 
for the subject that evening which would pay $5*00 an d inquired 5|jr 
if the subject would like, to attend a movie in the meantime,; 

He told thin person that he would like to go to a movie, ■•'?03§M, 
and this ‘.man handed him i\S cents and instructed the. subject 
that he would, meet him on the corner of State and Harrison 
Streets' about '6:00 p.ra. that .same evening, at which time ho ; 
wo Id tell the subject the nature, of the job. 

The subject then went to a triple feature ’movie, , 
name and details which he could not recall, at about 10:30 a.m, '-a 
and remained there until approximately 5:l}-5 P*m. He stated 
that he used thirty cents of the money which had been given • 
him for the admission to 'the movie and the other fifteen cent a 
was spent oh candy,': The subject stated he went directly to 'VS 
the corner of State and Harrison after ho left the movie and -.pm 
in a few minutes, the above mentioned man who had offered him 
•the ... job, showed, up. ' Subject 'advised that the man told him thatH^^ 
he wanted the subject to pick Up a package oh Garfield Boulevard J| 
between 'Indiana ''and Prairie stree ts‘ , ahd i nquired as to whether. 
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the subject knew where that was', 


gave him forty cents for;' carf are and instructed, him that Vw 
at about 7 J 00 p.m, there would bo ; 'a- black seven-passenger . , 
limousine parked on Gar field Bo ulevard noar Indiana and V 
headed toward Prairie . I | stated tha t lie w as told to 

approach the car and tell the .-drlvenVthat I I had seo;b 
Him for a package and 'once havinglbbtained the package, « 
return to the corner . of . Van BUrdnvand State ■ Streets whoro hie 
he would meet, the subject at 10:00. p»m. and give him the ^ 

15*00 for the package . ’/.A'.^Vy < ;>/V/ ;• , , v . 

! stated that he, then went, to, a restaurant ' 4.® 
State Sfreet^ ’ purchased a bowlo: <^n| 
of beans with twenty ; conts: of , the^fbrty cenjbs : c.arf are*\.vi, 

:fto‘ advised that .after eating J the bespjs •Bib,;^ra^k^d to 

Avenue where , he daiight an: Indiana 'Avenhe^bd^which proceeded U| |m | 

•South ^o.'22dd ‘Sbr.QQt,, WesJc to- Indiana 'ana IS outh 1 to Gar f le 

fete* ' a 




w 





T' V:' *' 
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Subject advised that he got off the bus at Garfield and 
Indiana at about 6 :45 p.ru. He said he, went to a bar on 
.the South side of Garfield where he used the rest room 
and, upon leaving, walked Vest on Garfield, crossed Indiana 
and stood near a fire which was burning in a barrel near 
the , corner. He stated in, a few minutes, he saw a limousine 
pufl up and park on the corner of Garfield and Prairie, 

He r walked up to it and asked the driver if he was Mr, 
J0HN.3ON, Upon being answered in the af firmative , he stated 

he thinks he: told th e driver that L 1 had sent him for 

the .package. I r advised that he could hot bo sure 

but M l mav have as ked, the driver if he had a package 
for I I stated that he received .the package 

and .'started ’ to walk away when he was apprehended ,' 

As to hi3 activities. I I stated that he 

ha4 served, nine years in the U.S, Army receiving. a 
gerieral, discharge -honorable on November 23, 1954. He 


present 




, , e claimed that he nas lived 

by receiving unemployment compensation benefits and, from 
the Period November . 1.Q9/i • tri March. 1 . w he resided at 

After that, 

he a taved w l th a I | (LNTJ ) who 

lived near I I believed to b<? 

,, . 1955. 

Pfom Augiis fc * '>}! 9§ki ' h 
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In railroad stations and various charitable miss ions around 
Chicago. He stated that included among these miss iona wka'. v : 
the mission at Peoria and Madison Streets, the mission, at 
26th and Union Streets and the Pacific Garden Mission i and 
recalled spending one night in the hotel lobby . of the Skid 
Row Hotel"; located .in the vicinity of 9th and State Streets; 

He recalled ‘that several nights, were spent at the mission 
at Peoria and Madison Streets just prior to his arrest. 

Subject denied that he had any friends and 
did not know where any of his relatives livedV: , He listed ; 
the following persons a3 relatives and gave their approximatei 
address as he could recall: • 4 . 'V r '" ‘f MM-h''- h 


’3i T 




mi 

■ ■ ;./ J 


f ^ i 






-V. ; 

■W r - 


t -.u 


. >>?*?# •:.* -•••• yav <* ? 7 r > #■■ . * ; 

'■ * <*•- - . *-•*. -y\» -*.•:• .. 
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At this point in the interview, 


was askec 


to reitera te in d etail his alleged meeting with the ' AlliM 
individual 

He s tated that on December 22, 1999 . • between th.tiWjm 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., at the intersection of 
State and Harrison Streets , an individual unknown to him c 'WSk 
stopped him and asked him if he desired a job. Ho de scribe 
this individual as whit e . male . 6' 2", 200 lbs., wearing a :^S| 
blue overcoat, I I stated he asked this individual . . ■' A|hM 

"What doing?" The - stranger said the job would be that 
night and that he would be given $5.00 for. doing it. The 
3 tr anger then gave him i\$ cents to go to a show. He then , : ; v^ 
went to a nearby show and came out just prior to 6:00' p.m* 
and wont , to the corner of Harrison and State Str eets. :,T h*rl|jl 
the same person showed up, ^his Individual told [ I thikt^ 

he wanted him. to pick up . a package at Garfield B oulevard s 
between Indiana and Prairie . -The q trangey asked] 
if ho know where the ‘address was . | 1 Indicated that A/J1I 

he did, ^ The vdtr anger then gav e him forty Cento carfare. ; 

■‘The Stranger ’then told I I that he was to go to the . -r 

‘above merit iohed address.;: There would be a black. llmouairie ' ; 
headed East on Garfield Boulevard, I 1 asked what kindl^ 1 ^ 

and the stranger said it' would be ’ a seven-passenger lifoouaiw|| 
He 3 tated that there would be none li ke it in the nelghbor-AI' 
hood,' The d tranfee r then told I I to tell the guv in v : A|j 

the car that ! I sent me for the package". | [‘.was 

to. obtain the package and meet the stranger at vanvpur ofl A 7||1 
and State Streets . . * AAv.- 


I | then iridicated that he walked ■t'6«d i 'ri<ikt . by A 

restaurant and had some; beans. He 'then walkC d t A 

and 'Caught 'an Indiana Avenue' bus arid got. off at^' Giilrf l*ld .# 




s 
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where a Christmas tree salesman was selling treea . A 
few minutes later he observed a limousine drive up and 
park In the block between Indiana ana Prairie on Garfield. 

| stated that he then walked up. to the car and asked . : „;_ v 
the occupant if he w as hr. JOHNSON. JOHNSON stated, 11 ya a”, 

Then | I told him I I sent m e for the package” or j 

"Did ho have a package for I I 

During the course of this interview, certain 
questions were asked the subject to which he gave vague arid£;|j 
somotimos false answers . 


In particular, | |was asked since he had no 15 'M 

money and had spent forty cents given to him by the alleged ^ 
1 howjiointendod to make the 10:00 p.m. meet with ;;V /p* 

| Stated that ho was intending to try to slip ^ 

aboard a bus or to use a Southbound transfer which was - 
found on his perso n at th e time of arrest to make the trip 
back, North to meet! I • 


■y'M 




He was asked whether he intended to open the 
package or not to which he replied „ "yes” but could give ; t 
no explanation as to why he intended to do' so. He . was 
asked if he knew the identity of the victim, and he stated 
"no. ", He was askod this on numerous occasions and he alWtyi*, 
replied no. 

He was asked whether he knew the victim 1 s name ’ % 
on -several occasions rind he_a£ld;:?! , no. was. tasked; in : f* 
particular if the alleged I [ Had t old^him tjae vi o t im 1 fl ’,V 
nnmo and ho said ”rto . " '• 

. • . ■ : ■ ‘ ;• 

■ ■ , . ■ . -./In' view: of the above iJeS-was • Waked *<*■ % 

explain why when he approac hed the victim 1 1 car he ad4 ro % 

W victim twi Hp, I had no explanation fo| 



was,, 

!v .•>* 
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ed if he had ever used an all 

~ ■' And* 
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Streets. He s tated that a few night prior to that ,1 m had 
used t he alia3 I I at the mission. It was pointed 

out to I I that tho name JOHNSON he had used was 

with that of the victim. Ho stated that he just pi cl 
alias and could give no reason for using the alias'* V-'V" 


It should bo noted at this ’point - that a oh#j 
of the rocoi’ds at the Chicago Christian; Industrial Dei; 


s tayed at that mission on tho nij 

3 r l8 ! , and "December 15>#*t955># un<l 
Rec ords indica te that on Docei 
5, an I I waa registered 


indicated that I I stayed 

of December 21. Decembe r 181 
the name of R<jCi 
14 and December 13* 195£, an 
that mission. 


I I was asked to again describe I I wh o ha 

is alleged to have met on December 22, 1955* gaveft 

no description at Itiis time and, stated that he was a n 
ordinary looking man. ^-t was pointed out : to I I that ;? • 

he had given two separate d escrip tions oh two different 
occasions of the individual I ...Zland was ask ed to ex plain* ' 

* 4 ■ * ‘ • .* / * V ‘ ’ at* . I I ’ .*» * *• , 


why he had given two separate descriptions. | _| did 

not answer. 

It was pointed out to I \ .that the individual 

described in the t wo extort ion letters who was to pick up’, 
tho package fitted I I des cription as being colored, 

want ing; a d rink o f wine eto. 1 h .waa asked hoi# .it was . 

possible if | __| wrote the extortion letter on December 20, 

.1955, how it was possible- for him to describe t he' per son 
who would pic k un the package since the alleged I I had 
not contacted ] I until December 22, 195£ /arid- th e second 

extortion letter was written on Deo ember 20, 1935* I . 

could not explain this and gave , no answer V' . I— 4 

I ■ ■ The following is an inventory of items found on 
person at the time of hie arrest J \*'v:Vv ■.'•‘■'v 

" — — . . : :i . ^ •/*;*.' . /*.*-.■/ ’ ' v ; ! ■’ o ! v/i-- ‘ V * - . , , 

i. 1?1 snapshot* of | | and' ibenea 'while 

‘ . ■ . , ; -aerving -In - :■ 
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v , J ’7, 

..-’jf-VK? •■■■ 


3* # 1 cop,; of "Jet" magazine dated July 
' l£v •«•• 1 copy of “Jet" magazine dated Aprii||^' 


m 




•'••H' l ' 3 x 5 card with the following addreitta. 
7'V . -written on it: ■■■' •■:; ,.• - 7 " ; . 



.: vlv- 




> . ' • . ,6i. .1 receipt of applica tion for emnibvment ' fnaf- 

V; :• nv ^ Post Office, [ ~ 

> ■"' i k7v l i : - l K rio date ,’ merely meifao :-aS>#0 , ins fci*U|;t£' 

l ,-, . to -Applicant. ) • "' V \, i ’>-. <•:■'' v 1 • •.• - K :' ../? 

// y ' 7* i 1 State of Illinois,, Dep ar itoent' Of: tabor i t: 

> _ Biy, 'of Unemployment ^orapensatioiii ‘([(.733 
'.<■,* ■ ,’i ; ' South. Pan kwnv - CM Cflcrh „ iTV. 1 carril ^7 il 

Iss ued *to I 

" •*?;/ ■' .t' 'iV- ;■ 1 ssN i - .I,,,. . ___ 

j i&VXX- \ Birth date I I ( liaii-Utyinent Oo toflf#i 

• v " 11, 1955 -first payment 
• ■ / . • $£*?. :i 

.' ''' v V/: v ‘ 6* .1, copy State' of Illinois , ; -t)epariinent of labor^ 

Unemployment T 4*mo§ te&SiMt± Sg3Q y 
.Cottage Grovel Issued tol I-^M 

¥fsm - Tssmt .BirWwi 


„ I saw EZ I - Wtwm 

transfer "#663 32? w 

•vV ,).v j sV^/'^s •• .,1 ./k;, •-;.•• >>• •• ' ■■■■ $m? r < i 1 / 


; v id ! ;, p ob lc« t»l5o p it 


f 


1 % 

sfe. 
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12. 1 black comb ■' ; ' 

13* 1 slip of paper, notation "1327 W, 

Washington Relief." 

li|.v 1 slip paper notation "Veterans Adminiatratl 
2030 W, Taylor. ' . > 


15. 1 book pocket edition entitled "Next Tlljni * 4 

Is For Life" by EKLE STANLEY GARDNER . ,,; ;: j§| 


te 

1 1 

isr 


1J. 1 obsoene picture (nude .woman) 

l8. 1 set.'of wire snips ' L 

’ 19.** 1 red' address book 

y ; ' j ~ v r • 1 ■ • - 

.20. 1 photo of 


.1 . . <■ 

'*\W 


•• ;>! 
. b 7§ : $j| 




. / Thc*» items asterisked above have been retain*4| 

. for^ppa sible evidentiary purposes , and the ;remainder 

to Deputy U i S . Mar shal EDWARD SULLIVAN ( to bp^ 


W&. : : f y -.<v t 1 

V* ;»? f- / '5 I 


itesife W ; M • 


'foil owing ; de acrlpti on was bb t al ne d . f r bw' , ’fl 

^ilbbio^Vatloh;': ^dV'interrbgition:- • V.:' 


v.* v iff 
v; ■ ,t : 


111 


m§. 
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V/oight 

Complexion ., 

.Eyes - y -r?k?$r -■ / " 

Build 

Pace ' 

Scars and Kark«;; ; v v “.. 


FBI Number 
Relatives . 


Criminal Record 






% 


f 


- r . v ' .4 . 'V . f. . \ 

. .. BO ' .4 

Meoi -- Sic 4 

®F? wn xfU*P "jl 

■Thin x: m 

Shin - wears gnxsta6n» >^S .. •$| 

bullet wound scar 
3 / 14 .” scar left eyebrotfj^£ p 
sear cm face near rigbfc^ijjjk^ ^ 
of Slower lip; bullet vfoiv$$' vn"| 



fe.W. ^eii^lbutior^of « -V N amt an d , • , Ar re s ted or 

jfck ' ' ■ dumber '^^ y^tj Ree tlved'v 1 

m' M : ^ - : - ' ■" T _ 


^Received' 


Dlapoalt lffl&i 




r n.w-m 
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■ •' .■'.. • ■ - •• ■' 

, ' • .7 

Contributor of 
Finer® rorinto : . 

Name and . 
Number •-- 

-. ;.'v/ 1 l . •-' ' _ '•} •''' 

Arreatad ,or 
■ R«eeived ? ' Charge . 






ill 






* ‘ ] ‘ ' ; '*• •nine Danes' Of handprinting and five ©nvelope^ 

of huidprlnttag-MOM obtained fi-oa subject during- interview 
And- forwarded to : the FBI tab oratory. ,■ ' .•? x 


: S '* } ’ ' *• •• 

’ 4 • :i'' ; ' 7 . 


• ;• ■ 

• v. >v iv 

, ' ' 

. • ■•■JUkfl i- \" r - '. .< 
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‘Investigation of 

’. Subjects Background b6 

I ' I b 7 C 

| Chicago 

Christa jui Industrial League, 9 South Peoria, advised 
on January 3, 1956 that he hod been present wh en th e 
_ subject had been brought to that miss ion' by SAl 
I I and Lieutenant I I on the evening, 

of December 22, 1955* He stated that he recognized 
this individual who had stayed at the mission previously. 
Prom his records, he stated that a I I had stayed 

at that mission on the night of December 21, 1955/ end 
liad a.tayed th ere on Dece mber 15 and 18, 1955 • He 
stated that a I had stayed at that mission' on 

December 13 and Ik. 1 955 . The registration book, 
according to I \ was not in the. handwriting of the : 

person who was gl ven lodging but in the handvjriting of 
the clerk on duty at the mission; , v 

| stated that he did not knov; of any 

information regarding the subject's background but 
pointed out that it 'was possible for the subject to have 
written letters, in the lobby of that mission since 
there- 'is a table for that purpose in the lobby. He 
stated that stationery is furnished to the guests that' 
stay, there ..and mode available some envelopes that ore 
uged/ot that mission. These • envelope's .were - submitted ' 
to.' the' FBI Laboratory for comparison tilth the instant 
extortion lot ter a . lie also pointed out that one week 
prior to Christmas, the v/eek duripg which the sub j Oct 
stayed at that mission, there, were Christmas cards 
available and that it is possible .that th'd sub ject jhay k h 
have used one of those • cords . to write the extortion letter 
He stated, however, that he* had none of those ‘ cards. x< : ' 
q voidable ' now and could no t recognize, the' extorti on Vie tt er 
writ ten on a . Chr i s trap s card as. ojpe o f those - fur hi a he4 > 
by the mission* : .i/’v'"'. . ' ‘ ’• hk 


.ter , 


f 20 best' 


26th Street advised SA I I on January 4i 

1956/ thot.a l I had 'Staved at that -raipsibn 

on Deoem’ er 12, 1955 •, He -stated that to his lniow ledge 
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this was the only time tha t 1 I had stayed at that 

mission and that he knew nothing of his background 
and that mission did not provide stationery to the 
persons who stay ed there* He stated that he had 
received I I upon a recommendation from 

West Side Rescue Mission. 


On January 5, 1956, I I West Side 

Rescue Mission. Monroe and Green Streets, advised that 
[ had come to that mission on Deoeraber 
12 . 1955 an d sought a place to sleep* He stated that 
he referred I I to the Christian Shelter at 720 West 

26th Stre et* He could furnish no further information 
regarding I ~| ‘ •' ' 


. It will be noted that the subject stated during 
the course of his interview that he had in the recent 


past resided in the r 
Illinois 

|LNU). The 


iHtilfEIXn 


cinity of 330 North California 


owing persons were contapte 


that neighborhood and displayed a photograph of the 


subject, and oc 
or. his friend 


lish no information oonoerning him 
They were: 





. In view of this, | I 

| New Ritz Hotel, 1007 South State Street, w 6 s 

oontaoted on Jan uary 6 . 1956 and displayed akphotograph 
of the subject. I I stated that he recalled that 

during the middle of Deoember he hod permitted the 
subject to sleep in the hotel lobby for one night. 

He stated that he hod never seen the subject before 
and knew no information concerning him. V • 

It is noted that during the subject's interview 
that he claimed to stay at the Pacifio Ga rden Mission . 

6 k 6 So uth State Street. In view of this, I I 

i Pacifio Garden Mission, was oontaoted by SA | 

on December 23, 1955, and advised that he was ; not •; , 

acqua inted with the subject after viewing his ph&tibgrfcph.* 
I searched the reoords of tha t mission and failed i 
'tn find the subject's name I I or the* alias 

, |in the records of that missi on for 

November and Deoember . 1955* In addition to I ~l 


or the* alias 


Reverend | Paciflc Garden Mission, was contacted 

,nnd displayed a photograph of the .subject. Reverend-. 

|stnted that the subject looked familiar but his. 

could furnish no information oonoerning him. 


KOd Lounge on 3 1st and Prairie. 21 

never lived at 

a mailing address, .She stated tha 
unemployment compensation oheo ka t 
She stated she had never known j 
hot know where he resided but knew 
at trie Red Lounge • 


, : A-s hn , fho <aiih I a fnmnrtn resldOHOQ Q't \ \ 

of that address, was •' 
oontaoted oy sa | | on December 30, 1955 end she-,, •’ . . . 

‘advlfled that she was acquainted with the subject asi. v 
I She stated that she, had met him at the' 

Ked Lounge on _ ’list and Prairie. To he r .knowledge , he had'.; 
never lived at but had used it. as : V 

a mailing address, -She stated that ho received hla 
unemployment compensation chec k- a throu gh this address . 

She stated she had never known ! | to work, and did 

/ hot know where he resided but knew him as a "bar f ly^ 
at' trie Red Lounge • . " 

.. \ 1 v-" 

I. .' It is to be noted that, one of the ext or t i on- v-lh? 
letters contained the return address on the- envelope vk- v-’k . 
88 ,70.0 South Indiana, It is to bo noted that - there if : ! ■ 

rib auch address, in Chioago. ;. J 

k • k,k‘f . : -y yKy, ■} 

’ It will be noted that on the enve lObe of oriC. Of 

‘ : v. ...; 

• -y ■■ • . r y, ", yy,*,;- ' ' -.(-v y;.;:' 
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the extortion letters was the r p^"”” nrMn a nn nff 7 00 

South Wabash. In view of this,| Willi ah 1 a 

Restaurant, 700 South Wabash, wa s oontacted by SA j 
on January 12, 1956. I I examined the reoorda 

of his concern and advised that there was no indication 1 
that subject had ever worked at that address although; 
upon reviewing his pioture he claimed that the subject 
looked familiar to him and it was possible that he had 
hired him as a dishwasher for a period of one day V "h 
in return for meals. 


a; 


advised SA~ 1 I on January 12. 1956 that the 

family had resided at that address in the basement V ; 
apartment some years ago. She state d that she i« 
acquainted with the subject's father I I and 

his step-mother I J She stated that she 

knew three of the children, | . 

She stated that she only laiows the subject on sight 
sinoe he had enlisted in the Army and served in the . 
Army during the time that his family lived, there. She 
stated that she does not know any of his current 
activities or knows any of his present associates. 

•’ ■ . , , , , : . . • , • , . ‘ . ' ■ 1 y* 

It is to be noted that the subject's sister, ' 
I is listed in records as residing ’ f 


ad dres s and I, |' s 

advised that" ! I liad formerly resided ; 

at that address until' July, 1955# at whioh tim e she 
moved and her present whereabouts are, unknown. I 

1 stated that/she does not know the subject ; 
personally an d has nev er seen him Visit his sister. V,! 
She described ! I sister as being an alooholio and 

completely unreliable. , 




advised SA 


loh January 1 
reoeiyed c 
tute as, a Veter 
rintinj* 
d 


£6. tha 
1 
H 











that off ioe' in November, , 1954, and was last in that 
off i pa i n March/ 1955. During this per iod , he s tated 

— | , land I I V 

both | [ 

| Bob « 3 

Garage, 5631 South Shatfi. where the viotim stores 

his oar, advised 5A| I on January 9, 1956, that 

she is not acquainted with the subject and upon viewing 
the subject's photograph stated that she had never 
seen the subject around that garage# 


J advised 

that ! I had made application for Chrl s tma s 

employment at that po st off ioe during November,; 1955* 

At that time. I lindloated that he resided at 

I 1 Inasmuoh as , 

the application of I I employment at the post offioe 

was in handprinting this material was forwarded to the 
FBI Laboratory* 

On January 3, 1956, T-l, who has furni shed 
reliabl e information in the pa st, advised that I 

l had formerly resided at I I ‘ 

during 1943 , Examiha.t ion of records in the possession 
of T-l indic ated: tha t there was no handprinting 
specimens ■ of I | : handprinting, '4 : 

On January .4* 1956, I State 


On January 4# 1956, | I State 

of Illinois Department of Labor, Divisi on of Uheniblovm en 
ii233_South Parkway , was contacted by SA I 

I ad vi sed; that I I had applied to/thafe' 

organization ; for unemployment compensation. Hesitated 
that he did not belie ve that there was any handprinting 
apeoimens of I I .handprinting but advised that these 

records were oortpletely iqonf idem tial 5 and t hat he oould 
not furnish any, inebriation contained therein, , : 
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employed with that concern from .Tu ne k. 19 52 until 
Mar oh 30. 1953. During that time. I Ir e s 1 ded . at 

I A review 

of the recor ds failed to reflect that there were any 
specimens of I I handprinting in the files* V; ; - 




m: 




T-2, who has fur 
in the nest. advised that 


| had formerly served 

in the United States Army from January 23, 1943 t6 
November 24, 1954* T-2 made available specimens of: 

the subject's handprinting end these specimens had v 
been forwarded to the FBI Laboratory for comparison;-, 
with the handprinting in the extortion letters i»^this 
matter* ’">**"-7 V-' 


On January 13* 1956, | 

Veterans A dministr ation, 2030 West Taylor Street, 
advised SA I | that the' reoords of the Veterans ,, ' ■ 

Administration oontaln no ap eolmens of the subject’s 
handprinting# I I advised that his sear oh 77 . 

of the reoords Inoluded the records of the GI Insurance 
reoords which ore maintained in Minneapolis, Minnesota# 


It is to be noted, that | | was ,tb# 7v ; . „ 

Bubjeot of a Selective Service investigation In 
1943 in that, he failed to report ‘to Local^Board 
on May 28, 1943. , , ■ Jfp: 

By letter dated October 27, 1943, 

Attorney J * ALBERT WALL advised the Fill that I 

had reported - to his local board and had be©** delinquent ■■$*' 

■ v ’7 '■ J r ' . ' : -C7 •• • , . ■ 7 ... '.i 7 . 
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because he had moved to a nev; address and thus had 
complied with the Selective Service law satisfactorily.' 

It should be noted that dur ing 1952 a nd 1953 
i I ASN I ~l wa. l I was the 

subject of a deserter investigation by the Chicago Of floe. 

I I deserted from Port Custer, Michigan, on August 

2, 1951* He surrendered himself on March 23 » 1953 to 
the military authorities in Chicago, Illinois. 

Results of Laboratory / 

Examination ' , 

By letter dated December 23, 1955 * ; 

extortion letters were forwarded to the FBI Laboratory 
along with nine pages of handprinting specimens obtained 
from the subject and five envelopes v/ith handprinting V 
specimens furnished by the subject. By teletype dated' 
Deoember 29, 19 55 * the Laboratory advised that no 
conclusion had been reoohed as to whether | I wrote 

the handprinting on the extortion letters. However, , ’ 
they noted significant handprinting characteristics 
in both the extortion letters and the specimens submitted 
There was no identification on the' extortion letters “maj^e 
in the' anonymous letter file. Thepe was developed onhl'r 
the extortion letter dated December 20, 1955 a latent' 1 " 
palm print. . : • ; 

By. letter dated Deoember 30, 1955, there was 
. forwarded to the FBI Laboratory three plain white ' 
envelopes which were obtained at the Chicago Christian' . , r i 
Industrial League, Chicago,. Illinois, where the subject ,5 
had- stayed just prior to the instant extortion. In _ •] 
. .addition to the envelopes photographio prints for the ' ( 'j j 
X application for employment at the United States Fost 
f Office, Chlaago, Illinois, containing samples of the 
subject* s handprinting, were forwarded to the FBI LQbfetato 

By teletype dated. January 3 » 1956, the LabOr|t(piify 
•^advised that due to limited amount Of comparable hand^'VW'i 
printing on the post offioe applIc6tion&hda lack Of - 

■y . ■ , -y; • ■ - . .y ' - r > . v * y x 
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strong identifying handprinting character istics no ' ' , ;. f 

conclusion could be reached as to whether I I 

wrote the extortion letters. The envelopes submitted. ^ 
to the FBI Laboratory under the date of December 39* ; V ^ 

1955 » were found not to be identical with the envelope > 
used in the first extortion letter. Inasmuch as they ^ 
were cut on different type and make of paper and different^ , 
thickness and weight. , . : ‘ 

By letter dated Deoember 30, 1955 , the St. i’’ 

Louis Division was requested to reviev; the subject's / 

military record and obtain permanent handprinting 
specimens to be furnished to the FBI Laboratory for ‘ : 

comparison with the extortion letters. ’ , ' ’ ' ' ‘v 

By airtel dated January 9, 1956, the subject's 
palm prints were forwarded to the FBI Laboratory to be 
compared with the latent palm print appearing on the ; : . 
extortion letter dated December 20, 1955* By airtel 
dated December 13, 1955, handprinting specimens of. the 
subject appearing in the records of T-2 were forwarded 
to the FBI Laboratory to be compared with the extortion' : S;. 
letter. .... 

Information Regarding Subject's Associates ' 


The following investigation was conducted by , 

SAs ROBERT J. DEHEEN and DENNIS W. ; SHANAHAN on Deoeraber 

23, 1955: V . 

•' . I I Orleans H otel., 

3655 So uth Cottage Grove, Chi c a go j advised that I I 

I had resided at this hotel- on' an int erm htent bs si i 
for the past several months . She stated that 
formerly resided with 
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A* 


t V, 
1 


| had been arrested I t reBidegv- 

startihg on September, 28 , 1955# * She ,p ! 
d l Th'ad^ quarrelled \ in October .1 V.* 

of' this year a t whi oh time I I took a room by himself ' 

in Room I I where he re a Id ed, from October 15 to 22, 1955,*/ 

On OotODer. 22, 1955, left 'the Orleans Hotel* r\-sCk 


v , % 
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' ' On November 2, 1959. 1 Ireturn ed to_ bhfi 

Orleans, Hotel where he r oomed in Room ! | with ! 

| advised t hat some time during . , 
the : early pa rt of De o ember.- 1955. f~ I had a second rJ 
quar rel wit h L _ l and left the hotel s She advised 
that ! I had remained in Room | | uittil 'December 1$ » 

195-5 > at which time he was forced to move for non- % 

payment of rent. She stated she did not kno w l l 

present whereabouts and had not seen I I for 

approximately three weeks. She felt quite sure that 

I had not stayed in the Orleans, Hotel with any of yi, : 
the .residents there during the past three weeks# • 

.. ... . I furnished a slip of. paper bearin#§| 

the ■ following' ha me s which reportedly were relatives of-Vj&j 

















three of these individuals were in all probability 
homosexuals. She added that with the exception of one 
week, f rom October 15 to 22 , 19 $$, during which time 
[ roomed alone, he had never paid the rent for 
the rooms in whi ch he lived . which rent was always paid 
by either!" I or | 


I I stated that other than| | and 

) I liad no close friends or associates 

living h ere at the hotel. She sold he had b een acquainted 


With one 


.iving on 


the fourth floor of the hotel, but she felt that this 


rel ationshi p was instigated by 
get I l»to buv w ine for her, 

I I is prese ntl: 

and probably knows I 1 and 

come to this hotel when I 
did not know tile subject. 


I LLn her effort to 

I l stated that 

r resid ing in Room| 

I but had not ye t , 
left and thus probably ,/ ; 


| T _^ 1 l Room I I Orle ans Hotel, 

advised that he. did not know ! I but Btated 

that the subject's photograph .looked familiar as being 
that' of someone he has seen around this hotel in months 
past. He advised that he formerly visited a girl iii . 
>thls f hotel and might have seen the subject during -.oiie of 
these visits . I I stated that f~~~ I ha d 

moved from -the hotel o n Decem ber 1 $, 1955/ and' added that 
he does not know where | |is now residing. 


• ./ j, l Room I | Orleans Hotel, 

advi sed that; she had known T l ~as a resident here 
: vfer ’ sevoral /months' but had never been better acquainted:- 
with him thafe to aav hello in parsing.' She stated that 

'she h'qd seen I I at the. corner liduor store on . the 

,.v ,;ni^;ht ' of December 21, 1955# - at .which, time T I had 

•a«)ggested' thdt 3he a tart "hustling’' for him. Shei st Wted 
/ ’tba t she: had refused this request. I I 

^ ; advla#d that I" | request had surprised her since 

: ,,, to knowledge he had nevershowri any interdst in- ' 

.:to that time. She was - unabl e .. tfl^.'*fdrni jEjh'.ifchia v 
t >hom©6> of anyone other thdn I I wh o ' would ^ha vbV / 

associated with the ~ subject, but adde^tbht^ 
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to share in 


_J had often played up to 
.6 wine. 


in order 


| |advised that | I was 

employed as a porter some place on the North side of 
Chicago and worked a night shift. She a dded that I T 

was a "wino." ■ Acoordimr to I I was a veteran 'of 

some branch of the armed ser vices and originally came 
from Alabama. She said that I I reportedly had a 
wife and two children in Alabama and that this wife, 
name unknown, was presently attending a university in 
Alabama where shehad recently been elected the Campus 
Queen# 


| | Room | | Orleans Hotel, 

advised that she has not seen the subject since about 
the second week in September, 1955* and .has no knowledge ..1 
of his activities or whereabouts since that time. She 
stated that she had never been closely associated with . 
the subject but had occasiona lly joined him in a 
sociable drink. According to \ | had been 

employed in a restaurant in the Loop area prior to his . . 
le a Ving the •' Orleans Plot el. She - added t ha 1 1 | , " 

wa 3 employed in a restaurant on Chicago's North side 
and had been seen by her on about December 19 or 20, 1955 » 
walking north on Ellis just past 3 9th Street. • She stated, 
that she did not know where |~ I was residing at the 
present time ncr did she know anyone who might know his 7- . 
present whereabouts. : 

v ' 7 t‘- ■' . . ■' \ ' , ■ ' J ; 

Inquiry was made at the various taverns and < f 
billiard halls in the vicinity of the Orleans Hotel* 
concerning .both the ■ subject and I I . None’ of > . 

the in di viduals contacted knew of. any Information! concerning 
I or | but sta ted that they know very few .of ;A 

the habitues by name. '* ’’ ;-r*‘ v7'*S 

> ; , A pho.tograph of the sub ject was recognized at /v'i 1 
the Drexel Package Liquor Store, 3675 South pottage •; •. , 

Grove !but no, information concerning his • activities' duHrfg,^ 
the pO st month was ’ known; a t.; that location* •-• > 7 
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On December 23, 1955, investigation was conducted 
by SA nuiMTTTS W.- SHANAHAN at' Robbins Re staurant. 33$ 

Weat^Adoms . | | recognized a .\ * 

photograph of the subject as being identical withes 

/farmer employee who wo rke d he re und er the . name of I 

I produced a r ecord reflecting that 

I Social Se curi ty • Number ; •„ * 

\ boH hfton PVTipinyftH n.q a Sorter from November 

7 , 1955, to November 10, 1955* I J advised that 

the subject had riot been acquainted with any of the 
other employees and had secured his job by coming in 
off the street and asking if a position were available. ... 

l a ta ted that he did not lenow the ! sub ject • s present 
whereabouts or his activities 3lnce. November 10, 1955U • • 

I ~l an employee of Robbins Restaurant# 

advised, that he had known the subject during the three , ^ 
days, of his employment here but had never known his . 
residence or activities after work. He stated that he has 
not 3een the subjeot since November 10 , 1955 • 

The following inv e3 tlhation was c onducted by 
SAS DENNIS. V/. SHANAHAN and I Ion December • 

28 and 29, 1955 1 : 7 “ — 1 \ v 


The records of the Secon d Pis triot 
Polioe Department, reflected that 
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t will be no 
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is : lob a ted 
nching -.off’ C 



t there is no number such 
but that the Town and Country .-; 

70 North Ridge, a diagonal 
Street at 5950 North, ‘ ' ' •tfjM 

I Town and OoUrttry '; V 
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7a s a night porter with this -restaurant for the past 
several rnonika_imt had left h is empl oyment oh December 

. 20, 1955* I ladvised that I I had been in jail 

from December 16 to 19, 195>S> > during which time I 1 
I | — l t ad made. 

attempts to furnish ball fori advised .that 

he had had- no knowledge as to] | present whe r e pbouta . 

and- knew nothing whatsoever concerning the subject ! 

I | Town and Country 

Restaurant, advls ed that | I had worked for him for. 
se veral mo nths os a night porter and that when he lear ned 
of I I arres t he had sent another employee, I I 

I Tto the Seoond Dist rict in an effor t to iriake bail 

for i I He advised tha t I I had informed 7 

him that h e. had n ot made bail for i I because a- \ . 

brother of l \ name unkno wn, had a ppeared at the Police 

Station and had indicated to I ~l that it might be V < ■ 

best for | ~| to stay in jail for two or three days in . - 
order to straighten him out. According to the brother, 
I was residing in a hot^L frequented. by dope addicts 
and drunkar ds and added that it was the family's desire 
that | should return to his home in Alabama. 

I l advised that Was no . 

longer employed by the Town and Co untry Rentfiiirant 
could be reached at his residence. 

He added that he belie ved I I had a part , ; .tlme job 

with Sears and Roebuck | | | 

advised 'tHat on e, other, incii vidua 1. 1 I . A. _ 

|Can employee of t his, res taurant . /might ; 
nave some inrormati on ponce rning l h ' 7 ‘ ,,77' 


-Inve. 


that 


[• on a 1 1 J reflected $ !• 

hod moved from that address 


approximately sixhnorithe ago and had left no forwarding : "7> 

address# v ' ' v 


. ' ■ Ihvbfl.tigation at Sears and Roebuck-" 
Store , Hb^dri ■ fincf ^Ar thi ng t on ; • re fie ctod thatf 


is .np Tortge* employed by this 'firm and his last;, re a ide ri qWX 
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address is listed as | 

I 1 advised that 

he knew I l as a fellow employ ee at t he Town 

and Country Restaurant# He stated, that I l appeared 

to be an intelligent, likeable individual but one who - 
in the past several months was associated with disreputable 
people and was in a constant state of dru nkenness* | ~ 

advised that on December 20, 1099 f l I had returned 

to work at the Town and Country Restaur ant aft er having 

spent three days in jail. At, this time I I h ad indicate d 

to him that he was going to retu rn to A labama/ I I 

added that on December 22, 1955/1 |came to his 

apartment at l I and indicated at that, time 

that he was awaiting §100 which was being sent to’ .him 
bv his fa mily in order that he co uld get back to, Alabama,-!' 

I ~l advised that he had seen l | later in the 

day at which time I I had in his possession a brown 

top c oat which he had previ ously p awned, beoause of 
this I I believed that | j must have gotten- the 

&10Q from his home in order to get th e coat out of pawn. 

l advlsed that he has not seen l T since 
December 22, 195>5» and believes that he must have >c‘ 

returned to Ala bama at that time. He 'advised that : : , ' ;!.y 4 
he did not know | | nor\w6 s he fa rajll an wt th tha - : ;; y 

degree of association between] l and O 

A check . a t the Hours of Trains . ^fl9)i Ron th 
Cottage Grove, reflected tha't 

| [.had - pawned a brown top coat on N ovember 

1 b, iVbb# for §$• These records reflected that ] 
reclaimed this ooat on December 22, 19 

‘ On December ?Q, TQfff, I I wqx 

reinterviewed at which time she stated that| 

• had- once had a relrl. friend named ! ~I (L1TU) staying; a t i' - 
the Straud Hotel on Pershing Road,. ■ yV : ; 

I t will be noted that ' the, StraucL Hotervia now ‘ ; - 
known os the Oafcwood Hotel. 
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searched the records of the OakWooj|.jipy0 

r> 1 nntif.A OnV i r»fH W< /1'lfll V>V th« lirtV 


Hotel b ut was unable to locate any individual by the 
name of ] l as having re sided here in t he pa at year. 
No record was located for 


-mm 


advised that he knew of no one named 


Qakwood Ho t'e 1 , 
I nor 


o woma n named \_ 
I was unabl 


I a 

Die to 


s having resided in this hotel. 


recognize a photograph of the subject. 


Prosecutive Action 


Ori December 23* 1955* on authorization of. 
Assistant United State, s Attorney FRANK J . HC GARRV SA 

I f lied complaint charging | 

with violatio n of Sec tion 876. Title 18, United States 


Code, in that l I did on or about December 20, 1955* 

cause a letter containing a threat to harm the person 
of JOHN H. JOHNSON to be transmitted through the mail 
to JOHN II. JOHNSON, 1820 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 


Complaint was filed before United States Commissioner ■ 

C. S. BENTLEY PIKE December 23, 1955* I I appeared 

beforefUnited States Commissioner PIKE December 23* 
1955* He was held on a bond of $3*000 and remanded 
to the custody of the United. States' . Marshal. Hearing 
was continued to December, 29;#; 1950* 


On December 29* 1955* motion was mode by. V. 
defense before United States Commissioner PIKE’ for 
hearing on probable cause. Motion granted and cose 
continued to January 4,;. 1956. 


••v On January 3* 1956* the .facts of this case 

ware presented, to Federal Grand jury* Phicago, Illinois.- 


On January ]+, 1956* subject appeared before * 

United States Commissioner FIKE and hearing bn proboolfjl'ft^’ 
cause was' Continued to January 9y5l956* •’ 

'•V ' On January 9, 1956, at 11; 00 a.m.', / sub jo at 
appeared before United States Uommlssipner PIKE and N : ‘- : vy ^ 

.. i::- , - . * •' v- •. ‘ ' • • J ’ 
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was .released inasmuch, es the. Government had failed 
to show prpbab.lp cause. At 2:Q0 .pirn* on January 9, 
■1956'*' tji.e s^^eat wafl indicted . by the Pederal/Grand 
Jury* • indictment numb ex* 56CRA , charging, -the subject 
with; vi olatlon . of Sect! on 876|. t Title lo United:: htete s 
Code*- ’ A benph' warrant was ■ iaitted.'by : Federal Judge’ , 
JOHN P. BARNES, United Stated district Court, Chicago, 
Illinois, • • . - V . : : • 

.. ^ : ' 1 •• < v v\ ... 1 ' ‘ * ' 

At, approximately 2s 15 p«ra., January 9* 1956, 
the sub jeot ^ was re-arrested; ,by SAs PETERS, and. GEORGE.; 
Ei^GltLEM,- at the intersection' of 9th>and' Statd; Streets , 
Chicago / >i;):^lnols bn. January. i2, . . 1956 , s ub j e e t ' 

appeared; iff; ! Jtid ge BA RNES * . , do art ,•• * Caae was contlnuadi ,f ‘: •' 
t o - January • IS, 1956, Sub ject tapped red in Judge^SAfUIES* 
oourt on January .16, 1956 and. base was continued ‘ -Until 
January 19, 1956. : ; : . ■ : ■: v 4*-'i / . ' 
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| contacted January 

1956 by SA WALTER E. PETERS. 


contacted on January 13. 19 


A WALTER E. PETERS 



ill 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


AIRTEL 

Transmit the following TKHrtyptt message to: 


MipD.ll- 

Mr. N is hols 

Mr. Bonivlmnn_ 
Mr. JlHninnfc_ 
Mr. Mn 
Mr./K 

Mr .Nyr\ . v- 

Mr. I 
! Mr. T 
i Mr. • : 

ATr >wj 

TV!-. '• ... 


FBL*' CHICAGO (9-2319) 


1/13/561 


DIRECTOR , FBI 
SAC, ST. LOUIS 


ATT ’N: FBI LAB 


13116 


| was.; 

JOHN H. JOHNSON - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


1 :c 

ff. \ 

lit 


Re Bureau teletype to Chicago dated 12/29/55 
and Chicago air tel to St. Louis dated 12/30/55* 

Enclosed herewith are two sets of photographs, 
pages two to seven of the subject’s Selective Service 
questionnaire. It is requested that the handprinting 
in this questionnaire be compared with the handprinting 
that appears on items one through four as contained in 
Chicago letter to the Bureau dated 12/23/55* The enclosed 
material need not be returned to the Chicago Office. 

USA, Chicago, a.nticipates that trial will com- 
mence 1/23 next. 

If not done, St. Louis requested to expedite jy 
obtaining of handprinting specimens of subject as con- */ 
tained in military records and forward to laboratory. / 
USA also requests that a summary of subject,’ s military 
record be obtained and available in time for trial. 

HOS TETTER 



/3> Bureau (Encls^ 12) 

"2 - St. Louis jr"' s- —t /■ < ■/''■) I 

1 - Chicago ^ nrnnrm, „ 0*. ’/'A 3/ — / 

RECORDED • 30 '""‘^'7’ ‘1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


ro«M 


I- 1 ' /i 


/ AIRTEL // 

Transmit tho/fol lowing ^9dM8BP naessagA to: 



FBI , 3T. LOUIS (9-1193) Januarj 

TO:/DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTN: FBI LABORATORY) 9 - o-p 1 % 2 ~ 


January 13, 1956 


SUBJECT 



JOHN H. JCHNSON - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

00: CHICAGO 

Re Chicago Airtol dated 12-30-55. (Inter-Office) 



219*96 


Enclosed herewith are two (2) photoatatlo.,pppiesjaf,,.a 
handprinted" "REPORT OF MEDICA L HISTORY" . unda ted. ..which appeared . 
in the Army service record of ! I as maintained at AGO, 

DDMPRC, St. Louis, Mo. It is presumed that the enclosed copies 
were prepared by the subject. 

The FBI Laboratory will use the enclosed specimens for 
comparison with known handprinting specimens now in its possession. 

The FBI Laboratory may retain the enolosed specimens for 
their files upon completion of their examination. 

The Office of Origin will report results of laboratory 
examination. 

MILNE3 




mmED • # -J. ? m 


ENCLOSURES: Two (2) copies of undated 
report of Medical History. 


1 fit ■ c TO»3(p - a319 > 


a,. 
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001 

Vivmi'-'O'/n 


29282- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 




SAG, Chicago 


January 27. 1956 


Thore follows the report of the FBI Laboratory on 
the examination of evidence received Iron Chicago on January 16, 
1956, and from St. Louie on January 15/ 1956. A description of 
all previous questioned and known naterial is set forth below. 


30 ^ ^ cP *?&■ 


Victim 

EXTORTION 


was. I 

H John iu JuauoBon' 


YOUR PILE HO. 
FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 


gjamUation requested by: ChiCAgO 8H d Ste Louis 


Reference: 


Examination requested: 


Letters 12-23-55 and 12-30-55 
Airtels 1-13-56 and 1-13-56 
Document 


John Edgar Hoo?er, Director 

9-2319 

9-29232 

D-216119 BF 
D-213434 BF 
D-219416 BF 
D-219296 BF 


Specimen: 


Evidence submitted with your letter 12-23-35 

Ql One envelope addressed to "Mr* John H. Johnson. 1620 
South Michigan, Chicago, 111." postmarked, "Chicago, 

Illinois, December 14, 1955* ’ ( 

Q2 one letter addressed ’Mr; Johnsons-" dated December 15. 1955* V 
beginning with the sentence "We have let you operate for 
10 years..." 

03 One envelope addressed to "Mr* John H* Johnson, 1620 Sottish 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago* 111*" postmarked "Chicago, Illinois/ 
December 20, 12 M, 195K* || 

Q4 One Christmas card with message inside dated December 20. 

1955 , beginning with the wards: "Thie 1* our second reply* 

We wanted to..." 

K1 Five envelopes and nine pages bearing the known hand 
printing of Richard Bowles^ A 


ww^ZUnclo 



9~29282~i 9 


(7) - REonnin uu ksom - 






JAN 27 195$ 


i. M. 


■y r /■, ■ 
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Evidence received with your letter dated 12-30-55 


Kc2 Photographic prints of an application for employment 
with the U. S. Post Office dated Nove mber 10. 1955. 
containing the known hand printing of I ~l 

K3 Three plain white envelope® obtained from Chicago 
Christian Industrial League. 

Evidence received from St. Louis with Airtel dated 1-13-56 


Kc4 Two Photostats of a Report of Medical Hiatq ry bearing 
the known hand printing of 


3 ' 


Evidence received from your office with Airtel dated 1-13-56 


Kc5 Photographs of a six- pag e Statement of Re gistrant bearing 
the known handwriting of | | 

Results of examination: 


This Laboratory repo it also acknowledges Chicago 
Airtel dated January 20, 1956. 


Additional comparisons were made on th e basis of 
the additional undictated known hand printing of i 




designated as Kc4 and Kc5» Because the questioned and loom 


hand printing do not contain enough individual and conelotant 
hand printing characteristics in common and because sons ef the ^ 
hand printed letters comprising Q1 through Q4 might have been cars* 
full and deliberate changes from the writers normal formations sf >j 
these letters, a defin ite conclusion was net reached as 'to vhethW 
sr not I ~l , whose dictated and undlctated known hand ' ^ 


printing specimens appear on Kl, Kc2, Kc4 and Kc5> wrote the 
questioned hand printing on Q1 through Q4. However, there wore 
significant hand printing similarities noted between thiot 
questione d and known hand printing. Additional known SaapleeeJ £ 

I l hand printing would be of doubtful value end, thOrefo^|^ 




nono is requested at this time. 


Specimens Q1 through Q4 and Kl through K3 are returned 
herewith. Photograph* were made. Specimens Kc4 and KcS will 


be retained in the Laboratory* s files. 
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£ W*atm So. 1 

V THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO 


WORT MADE AT 

CHICAGO 


U( I I Was.; 

£ i JOHN H. ^JOHNSON - VICTIM 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


EXTORT 10 IT 



DATE WHEN 

made 

2/40/56 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY | 


b6| 

l/l9,26;2/2/56 



b7C 

1 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

Subject appeared before U. S. District Judge JOHN P, BARITES, 
Chicago, on 1/19/56, entered plea of guilty, sentenced five 
years custody of Attorney General. Place of incarceration, 
U. S. Penitentiary, Terre Haute, Indiana. Disposition sheet 
submitted. x . 


su.uiru.oi/tm* * . 

^TAILgS: AT, -fell I C AGO , ILLINOIS 

c % -Qi¥> January 19j 1956, the subject appeared before United 

^tateifdDi'jfti’lct Judge JOIIH P. BARNES, United States District 
--Court . EerH&rn Division, Northern District , of Illinois, and 
^•entom a ptlea of guilty. Subject was sentenced to a .t^rm of 

five woars^Ln the custody of the Attorney General.' v ;p 
dzr i~ • A 

On January 26, 1956, Deputy United States Marshal, 
EDWARD SULLIVAN advised that the subject's place of incarceration 
was the Federal Penitentiary at Terre Haute, Indiana. - , ... J - 

On February 2, 1956, Assistant United. States Attorney 
JAMES B. PARSONS was consulted as to the disposition'-;of four 
items found- in the subjoct's possession at the time of his 
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arrest, submitted by the Chicago Division at the time of the 
subject’s arrest on December 22, 1955: 'V .• v /fiW 

One copy of Jet magazine, dated July 7 > 1955 5 
One copy of Jet magazine dated April 21, 1955) 

One CTA transfer #663327 dated December 22, 1955) 

>’-.v . ' One red address book .- ^ 

• . . ••-' On the instructions of 'A s distant Unite d State s , , . 
Attorney PARSONS , 'the se items -are to be ■ ' destroy© d •*. - ' ' ; ' i . ; 

■ " " — - — | The, above mentioned items were destroyed by. SA I 

I on' February 2 , 195 b in, accord with Assistant United. 

States Attorney PARSONS’ instructions. ' :i ' 
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Johnson Pithlihiiing 


1320 SOUTH MICH IGA 


INC Co., Inc. >/ 

N AVENUE I 


JOHN H. JOHNSON 

PRESIDENT 


Chicago 1C, Iu. 


Mr. T^lson.i^j 
iMr. Nicbok*5 

<]\lk Belmont — 


f " nfl r. raraons.^^t 

I Mr. Tnmm . 

Mr. Kcase 

F eb rua ry 2 7 Mrl fySitterrowd.. 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holloman — * 
Miss Gandy~A/- 


Dear Mr. Hoover: I am writing to express my thanks for the 

fine cooperation and help that was given S' l 
me by the Chicago office of the FBI, 


■us 


A young man tried to extort some money 
from me by sending a threatening letter through the mail. The 
letter was turn ed over to the local offi ce of the FBI and the case 
was handled by | and Mr. Roswell T. Spencer, 

Their efforts resulted in the arrest and conviction of the extortionist, 
who received a five year sentence. 


Both and Mr. Spencer were 

conscientious and considerate at all times and though it was a 
frightening experience, their devo|h»n to^uty in handling the case 
certainly gave me a feeling of protffiptfSft appreciation for 

the fine work which is constantly being aBfto^q^tCy £ 

Very truly yours)*; 

■\ Js, 1 


IKC0BDED.S7 I S\ c 

aO v John H , Johnson 


- z-k 

rm- 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover g 

Director 

Federal Bureau of InvestigatO?!! ■*" 
Washington 25, D. C. 


JHJ/ged 


1956 /) / 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


JQODQOnOUB m 
G. A. NEASECN 

D. J. PARSONS\' ; 


DATE: 5-1-58 



JOHN H. JOHNSON 
VIKEX 

9-29282 


RECORD SECTION 


Tolson — i 

Nichols , 

Boardmqn ----- 
Belmont 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm X 

Trotter "I 

Nease j 

Tele. Room -J 
Holloman 
Gandy .J&j 


There is enclosed the file which has been maintained in the 
Laboratory in connection with the above-captioned matter. It is desired 
that this file bfe maintained as an enclosure behind the main file ip) the 
Records Branch./ s /f .t 

v ' ^ ... - 0 ' *■ /,/ 

Enclosure nrt> KC ' ; ; ^ ^ O'" fj / t ■ ' 

\j.^ n C\ Tift fvY 9. 195&, ,19 MAY I ld:>8 fc 1 * 
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1 jjMiss Gronquist 


August 30, 1963 


JOHN ILAlOmiSi 




Arkansas^CiJ;y.^.ArIC2nsos. 


MM 

L— 1918 
•icansas. 


WAILED. 


SLR 5 19RR 

NAME CHECK 


No investigation p^rtimentto your: inquiry has 
been conducted by the FBI concerning ttR captioned individual. 
However, the files of this Bureau reveal the following 
information /which nay relate to the subject of your name check 
request. < ■ 

"Who's Who in America,” 1962*1963 edition lists 
John II. Johnson as an editor and publisher. It indicates 
he ivas editor of the "Negro Digest, 0 Chicago, Illinois, from 
1942 until 1951* and is presently president of the Johnson 
Publishing Company, Inc., 1820 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois, and Wilsnire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. 

The "Negro Digest" was cited by the California 
Committee on Un-American Activities, report 1948. page 225, 
as among publications which the committee found "to be 
communist initiated and controlled, or so strongly influenced 
as to be in the Stalin solar system." The Fifth lieport of 


the California Committee on Un-Amcrican Activities, 1949, 
page 547, indicated that the "Negro Digest" was pUDlishea 
weekly in Chicago, Illinois, and was published and edited 
by John li. Johnson. 

Files of this Bureau reveal that as of November, 

1953, the Johnson Publishing Company, putyJifihedS the 3 foil owing 
magazines: "Ebony," "Tan," ^Copper/ "Jet," end "Hue." We N 

were advised as of 1953 that the company-peHcy was to < 

concentrate on the positive achievements of members of the 
Negro race with very little dcviMton that policy. As 9 
of the same year Ben Burns, also Burnstein, Q 

was the executive editor of "Ebony; " member off the 9 

Communist Party (CP) in 1946 but was expelled from the CP fn 
September, 1948. lie was reportetUy^n forapr jaember of the 3 

ORIGINAL AND 1 - SBA f 5T . 0 

Request reed: 806/0 ' 1 

This document contain* neither recommendations nor oonclusionr of tH Finrlt in the property of 
the FBI# and ie loaned to your agency; it and ita content* are not to be distributed outside your 


agency. Thie is in answer to your request I of a check cl 

BVG:bl«Jb- t,,v 




Sip',-. 
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No Lab. File 
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baal nation roquootod by: Sac, Chicago (9-2319) 

Data of roforoneo o o — un loation; Let. 12 - 23-55 Cato roeolvod: 12-27-55 

aUBiaation rOfaaatOS: Document & Fingerprint j~ 

Sooolt of fetal nation: feaalnatlon by: I 

I , m /f / J* f sU J ~<UL x rtuxi cCtyf, ICifuMz 
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fils 


Ono envelope addressed to"Mr. John H. Johnson, 1820 South 
Michigan, Chicago, 111." postmarked, "Chicago, Illinois, 

December llj, 1955." 

One letter addressed "Mr. Johnson:-" dated December 15, 1955, 
beginning with the sentence "We have let you operate for 10 years. 

One envelope addressed to "Mr. John H. Johnson, 1820 South 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 111." postmarked "Chicago, Illinois 
December 20, 12 M, 1955." 

One Christmas card with message inside dated Decmber 20, 1955, 
beginning with the words: "This/ls our -second reply. We wanted 

to...." y"£L : iDo^ 


to..,." 


Five envelopes and nine pages bearing the known 
of Richard Bowles. 
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Examination requeattd by: C */; > c chcj £ 
Data of raf trance communication: >?30 


Data received:/^ 


Examination raquaatad:^J)c 


iaault of Examination: 
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Exaaination raquaatad by: SAC\f St. Louis (9-1193) 

Data of rofaranca coaaunication: Air tel 1/13/56 racaivad. 

Exaaination rtQuaatad: Locument 

, . Exaaination by 

Booult of Exaaination: 


Exaaination by: 



Spacimana B^auittad for axaaination 


Kcli Two Photostats of a Report ol Medical History 
bearing the known hand printing of 
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Examination raquaatad by: sac, Chicago (9-2319) 

Data of rafarance communication: Air tel 1/13/56 Data racaivad: 1/16/56 
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Document 
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tip Q/~ 0>v cu /S/M <?, K c ¥ 

, 1/ Jii'C, A *’ (i O- 'sl-O d'X-i w.< r Ay i_y Ct^KAl. 4. *X /Yvo^v] 

Ald'-^V /'/ -f- ' / 

slttfeU. (Mi CAM,y ?° ...... . _ 

^ /Bpaciinna aubaittad for axaai nation 


aubmittad for axaaination 




Kc 5 Photographs of a six-page Statem ent of Registrant 
bearing the known handwriting of I — ' I 


f 

i 

■m 








-V^fV ; . 






Laboratory fork Shot 


a 


RECORDED 

1/19/56 MC 


LAB FILE 


JOHN H. JOHNSON 

VIKEX 


MU.| 


Filo I 
Lab. § 


9-29282 ' 
D-21V416 W 


1 nation rotoootod by 
Data of roforonoa e 
Manlnatlon roqnaotod 
Moult of Manlnatlon 


SAC, Chicago (9-2319) 
iloatlon: _ Data rooolvod: 


Airtel 1/13/56 
Document 


1/16/56 


Manlnatlon by: 


Bpoolaono outwitted for oionlnatlon 


Ke5 Fbotographa of a eix-page St atom qnt of Rogiotrant 

bearing the known handwriting of 



f muL ranuo or invmtioativ - »*** 

UNITE) STATM DP AW f T OF JUBT2CI 


Laboratory Work Shoot 


CORDSO 

19/56 MC 



LAB FILS 

mo i 

tab. # 9.29282 

D-219296 


JOHN H. JOHNSON - 

vim 

■uoiaatloa roqaootod by: 


Data of roforonoo eoaaonloation 
■uni nation roqoootod: 

Boault of luaination: 


SACk St. Louio (9-1193) 


Airtal 1/13/56 
Looumant 


Data raeolvod: 


laaalnation by: 


lelaona oubalttod for oaanlnation 


«ak Two Photoatata of a Baport of Hadloa i giftoi 
baaring tha known hand printing of | 











